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1. Plenary Minutes 
26th of April 2020 

 

Apolline Baudoux  
Brandon Cheliotis  
Yannick Fadeur  
Lucas Pinelli  
Aude Valizadeh 
Eva Madessis  
Gao Xing 
Tom Hartmann (chair) 
Luciana Ayres de Campos (secretary) 
Alessia Bunone (secretary) 
Camille Lopez (secretary) 

ELSA Belgium (AB) 
ELSA Belgium (BC) 
ELSA Belgium (YF) 
ELSA Belgium (LP) 
ELSA Belgium (AV) 
ELSA Belgium (EM) 
ELSA Belgium (GX) 
ELSA the Netherlands  (Chair) 
ELSA Portugal 
ELSA Belgium/ELSA Brussels 
ELSA Belgium/ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve 

   
Opening of the LXVI National Council Meeting 
Apolline Baudoux, President of ELSA Belgium 
 
AB gives speech and opens the National Council Meeting at 9:02 
 
Announcement of the list of votes 
Brandon Cheliotis, Secretary-General of ELSA Belgium 
 
ELSA Antwerpen present and voting
ELSA Brussel present and voting
ELSA Brussels present and voting
ELSA Hasselt present and voting
ELSA Leuven present and voting
ELSA Liège present and voting
ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve present and voting
ELSA Saint-Louis present and voting 
 
 
With 8 Member Local Groups present and voting, the total amount of votes is 24. The absolute 
majority is 13 votes and the 2/3 majority is 16 votes. 
 
Presentation and election of the Chair of the Plenary 
Brandon Cheliotis, Secretary-General of ELSA Belgium 
 
BC presents the Chair appointed by ELSA Belgium. 
 
Tom Hartmann presents himself to the Council. 
 
Voting on the Chair:  
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
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Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously elected 
 
Chair: I would like for the agenda of the National Council Meeting to be displayed so people can 
actually view it at all times, if that’s possible. 
 
BC displays the National Council Meeting Agenda on the screen. 
 
Chair: As you can see there have been a few changes to the Agenda as we are displaying them 
right now. We will vote on them in a second, but we will first move on to the next point, which is 
the election of the Council Meeting Officers. 
 
 
Election of the Council Meeting Officers: 3 Secretaries  
Chair 
 
Chair passes floor to Secretary General of ELSA Belgium to present the Secretaries. 
 
 
BC: The 3 candidates for Secretaries of the Plenary are, first, a good friend of ELSA Belgium, the 
Secretary General of ELSA Portugal, Luciana Ayres de Campos. We also have two members of 
the STEP Team of ELSA Belgium, Alessia Bunone and Camille Lopez. Due to the circumstances 
we thought it would be good to prepare in advance, to have three secretaries instead of one or 
two, I propose that we vote for them all together. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting for Secretaries:  
In Favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0  
 
Unanimously elected. 
 
Chair: Congratulations to the Secretaries, you may now assume your positions are write down the 
things that we discuss here. We will also be recording this meeting so any of the uncertainties that 
may arise during this Council Meeting can obviously be watched back again. I would like to remind 
the rest of the attendees of this Council Meeting that the recording will only be done in the interest 
of the secretaries and the minuting thereof and will be deleted as soon as they do not deem it 
necessary anymore. If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to ask to either Brandon 
or me and we will address them in due course. 
 
Approval of the National Council Meeting Agenda and presentation of the 
National Council Meeting Structure 
Chair 
 
Chair passes the floor to BC to present the modifications made to the Agenda. 
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BC: As you can see, there have been some modifications to the Agenda. First of all, the 
announcement of the list of votes and the presentation and election of the Chair have been 
switched, because it was necessary to have the list of votes before any election could happen. Due 
to the circumstances, I also thought it would be fit to have three secretaries. Moving on, due to 
the fact that we have two counter candidates in AA and two counter candidates for the Treasurer, 
I had to add the amount of time that is needed for two candidates which is twenty minutes each. 
Lastly, of course, we have to add the election of the Alumni Network in ELSA Belgium following 
the recommendation of the governing board of the Alumni Network of ELSA Belgium so that 
the candidate in question can be elected for another term. Due to these modifications, the National 
Council Meeting will finish, on paper, at 18:30.  
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting for the amended version of the Agenda: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
 
Approval of the Minutes of the LXV National Council Meeting Andenne, 
Autumn 2019 
Chair 
 
Chair: Everyone has received and read the minutes, if I am correct. You have all been given access 
to them in the Working Materials that have been sent out. If there are any questions, comments 
or concerns please mention via the finger rules we have mentioned via the chat box and the I shall 
pass the floor to the Secretary General to answer these questions. If there is anything, please 
mention it now. As there are none, we will move on to the voting on the minutes.  
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
 
Voting for the minutes: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
 
Presentation and Approval of the BEE Proposals 
Chair & Apolline Baudoux, President of ELSA Belgium 
 
Chair passes the floor to AB 
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AB presents proposal nº5 of the Working Materials, regarding the creation of a Working Group on the ELSA 
Advocacy Programme. 
 
AB: We have discussed this proposal in every open call of BEE we have and it has been 
unanimously approved by all the presidents. No concerns were raised, no comments. It is only for 
the creation of a Working Group regarding the Advocacy Programme which is one of focuses of 
both ELSA International and ELSA Belgium. 
 
Chair: This proposal can be found in page 24 of the Working Materials, proposal number 5. We 
will beginning the voting on that now. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote of proposal nº5 of the Working Materials. 
 
Voting for the proposal: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
Presentation and Approval of the FM Proposals  
Chair & Yannick Fadeur, Treasurer of ELSA Belgium  
 
Chair passes the floor to YF 
 
YB presents proposal nº6 of the Working Materials concerning the explanatory note regarding the membership fee. 
 
YB: An amendment has been suggested on the FM Group and the idea was to address the case 
where the local group can communicate the accounts, it was just a bad action from the previous 
board. The change has been made and published on the group, there were no reactions to that, so 
I would say that the silence means that there’s a consensus. I would suggest it was unanimously 
recommended even though I am not sure. Can everyone see the presentation? It is the yellow part 
that was added. 
 
Chair: You would have to share your screen in order for everyone to see it. In the meantime, I 
think we will wait for the council to be able to actually view what they are going to vote upon. If 
there any questions or comments I will like for you to pose them now to Yannick. As there are no 
questions, we will wait a few seconds for it to be displayed and then we can move on to the voting.  
 
Amendment is shown on the screen by BC. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on the proposal nº6 of the Working Materials with the amendment. 
In favour: 21 
Against: 3 
Abstentions: 0 
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Approved. 
 
Presentation and Approval of the S&C Proposals  
Chair & Eva Madessis, Vice-President for Seminars & Conferences of ELSA Belgium 
 
Chair passes the floor to EM 
 
EM presents proposal nº7 of the Working Materials concerning the S&C Events. 
 
EM: The proposal was amended due to some spelling mistakes. This proposal as amended has 
been unanimously recommended by the workshop. 
 
EM presents proposal nº8 of the Working Materials concerning the Core S&C Events. 
 
EM: There were some things that I added and that were amended during the workshop. 
 
Amendments are displayed on the screen by BC. 
 
EM: The amendments were mostly change of wording to make the proposal less binding to the 
local groups and less strict. This whole proposal as amended has also been unanimously 
recommended by the workshop. 
 
Chair: For clarification, we are talking about two proposals in total. We will split them up and 
vote per proposal. First of all, I would like to ask for any comments, questions or amendments to 
the first proposal. I see none. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote for proposal nº7 of the Working Materials with the amendments. 
 
Voting on the proposal nº7: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
Chair: We will now move on to the next proposal, which is proposal number 8. Are there any 
questions, comments or concerns on the matter? I see none. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on the proposal nº8 of the Working Materials with the amendments: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
Presentation and Approval of the STEP Proposals 
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Chair & Xing Gao, Vice-President for the Student Trainee Exchange Programme of ELSA 
Belgium 
 
Chair passes the floor to XG 
 
XG presents proposal nº9 of the Working Materials. 
 
XG: I would like to share my screen if possible because we had a few amendments made during 
the workshop. 
 
Amendments are displayed on the screen by XG. 
 
XG: So, for the STEP Proposal, what currently has been regulated is going to be deleted mostly 
because we are not going regulate the director position and the VP position on a National level 
anymore. The things that are concretely about the project are rephrased in the new proposals. 
Most of them are very much in line with the International Council Meeting Decision Book and 
then, as you see, the yellow parts are the ones that have been amended. All have been positively 
recommended by the workshop beforehand. Regarding the amendment in regards to the Sending 
Group, the Sending Group usually refers to the Local Group but as I specified further in the 
proposal, the National Group could be a Sending Group when this no STEP officer allocated in 
a Local Group that is in charge of the applicants, so that is why we add “unless otherwise specified 
hereafter”. The amendment in regard to pursuing Traineeship Providers, the Local Group has to  
seek the permission of ELSA Belgium when pursuing both National Contacts and International 
Contacts. We go to that further in another part where basically there is a procedure when going 
after International Contacts and, in this case, the Local Groups may ask permission to the National 
Group to then follow said procedure. The next one is simply a wording amendment. Regarding 
the responsibility of the Sending Group, it has been recommended add the last part of the phrase, 
so, “sharing of marketing materials provided by ELSA International and ELSA Belgium or their 
own”, “or their own” meaning from the Local Groups, so if they have their own marketing 
materials that could be good as well. The last one is again a grammar error that has been corrected. 
 
Chair: In that case, questions, comments or concerns? Please present them right now.  
 
XG: If you want me to show parts of the proposal again, please let me know. 
 
Chair: Alright, I see none. We will move on to the voting. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on the proposal nº9 of the Working Materials with the amendments: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
Presentation and Approval of the DPO Proposals 
Chair & Viktor Francq, Data Protection Officer of ELSA Belgium 
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Chair passes the floor to VF. 
 
VF: I have a lot of proposals, but I will need to share my screen. 
 
Technical issues regarding the sharing of the screen. 
 
BC: Apologies for the delay. All right, a word in advance, since we moved through the Agenda 
points pretty swiftly I propose that after the presentation of the Interim Accounts of ELSA 
Belgium that we do, instead of an hour break, a 30 minute break so that we give the possibility for 
the candidates to be able to prepare themselves since they weren’t necessarily expecting it.  
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on the 30-minute break: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions:  
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
BC: Thank you very much for understanding everybody, that is very nice. I am sure the candidates 
will be very appreciative. 
 
Chair passes the floor again to VF. 
 
VF presents proposal nº1 of the Working Materials regarding the status of full members. 
 
VF: We have no Data Protection workshop, so it could not be proposed and recommended, 
however we have been talking about this with local groups, each President and Secretary General, 
and no remark or comment has been expressed on the matter. 
 
Chair: In the interest of the number of proposals that you have, I say that we take the proposals 
one by one so, first of all, if there are questions or comments regarding this proposal please voice 
them now.  I see none, in which case I would like to move to the voting. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on proposal nº1 of the Working Materials: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
VF presents proposal nº2 of the Working Materials regarding the members with observer status. 
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VF: Once again, no Data Protection Workshop however the proposal was presented to each 
President and Secretary General of all Local Groups and no comments or remarks have been made 
on the matter. 
 
Chair: Ok, any comments, questions or  remarks that would like to be raised now? I see none. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on proposal nº2 of the Working Materials: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
VF presents proposal nº3 of the Working Materials regarding the functions of the board members. 
 
VF: Once again, the proposal was presented to both Presidents and Secretary Generals. No 
comment or remark on the matter. 
 
Chair: All right, then I would like to again ask for comments, questions and/or concerns on this 
proposal. I see none. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on proposal nº3 of the Working Materials: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
VF presents proposal nº4 of the Working Materials regarding the governance of the Alumni Network of ELSA 
Belgium. 
 
VF: Once again, no comments or remarks made by the Presidents and Secretary Generals of each 
Local Group. 
 
Chair: I would like to hear any comments, questions and/or remarks on this proposal please. 
 
Filipe Machado: (Clarification) Recommended by the governing board. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much for the contribution. Would anybody want to respond to Filipe’s 
comment? Or present another comment on the proposal? I see none, therefore we will move to 
the voting. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
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Voting on proposal nº4 of the Working Materials: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
VF presents proposal nº10 of the Working Materials regarding the Data Protection in the Internal Management 
part of the Decision Book. 
 
VF: Once again, no comments or remarks expressed by the Presidents and Secretary Generals of 
each section. 
 
Chair: Again, comments, questions, concerns? Please voice them now. I see none. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on proposal nº10 of the Working Materials: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
VF presents proposal nº11 of the Working Materials concerning the creation of Data Protection part in the Decision 
Book. 
 
VF: It has been presented to each Local Group’s President and Secretary General. No comments 
or remarks have been expressed on the matter. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much. For the last time, any comments, questions or concerns? Please 
voice them now. I see none. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on proposal nº11 of the Working Materials: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
Chair: We will now move on to the next part. I would like to thank the National Board for their 
proposals and explanations. Ok, we will now move on to the last part before the lunch break. 
  
Presentation of the Interim Accounts of ELSA Belgium and the ELSA 
Belgium Development Fund. 
Foundation 2019/2020 Yannick Fadeur, Treasurer of ELSA Belgium 
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Chair passes floor to YF.  
 
YF presents the General Accounts of ELSA Belgium and the ELSA Belgium Development Fund. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much for the presentation. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
do voice then now. If I am correct, we do not need to vote on this as this is a mere presentation 
of the Interim Accounts and the ELSA Belgium Development Fund, am I correct in assuming so? 
 
YF: Yes, they will be voted at the next NCM in November. 
 
Chair: If there are no further questions and or concerns, we can therefore move on to the last 
part of this first section which is the lunch break. We will now be heading to a 30-minute recess, I 
will see all again at 11:38. You are allowed to leave the conversation if I am correct. Brandon, do 
you want to elaborate on that? 
 
BC: To elaborate on that, I would say that for 30 minutes you can leave the conversation. After 
thirty minutes, we will retake what needs to be discussed so eventually the election of the new 
candidates. You can also stay if you want to stay, that is entirely your choice. I will post the new 
agenda so that everyone can know approximately at what time everything finishes and have all the 
information necessary. I propose we come back here at 11:40, maybe that would be better. 
 
Chair: Definitely. In that case we will adjourn this National Council Meeting until 11:40. Thank 
you. 
 
National Council Meeting adjourned at 11:09. 
 
Announcement of the nominations  
Chair  
 
Chair reconvenes the National Council Meeting at 11:40 
 
Chair: Hello everybody. I will now read the nominations out, by who the candidates were 
nominated and seconded if applicable. 
 
Chair reads out the list of nominations. 
 
NATIONAL BOARD OF ELSA BELGIUM 2020/2021 

§ Data Protection Officer: Ilias De Schryver, nominated by ELSA Brussels 
§ Vice-President for the Student Trainee Exchange Programme: Leia Hindricq, nominated 

by ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve 
§ Vice-President for Seminars & Conferences: Valentin Badert, nominated by ELSA 

Brussels 
§ Vice-President for Moot Court Competitions: Mathieu Verhelst, nominated by ELSA 

Saint-Louis 
§ Vice-President for Academic Activities: Aude Valizadeh, nominated by ELSA Brussel 

and seconded by ELSA Hasselt; Silke Spruyt nominated by  ELSA Liège and seconded 
by ELSA Antwerpen 
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§ Vice-President for Marketing: Mélissa Sokoli, nominated by ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve 
§ Treasurer: Ibrahim Diallo, nominated by ELSA Brussel; Onat Karamenderes, 

nominated by ELSA Liège 
§ Secretary General : Fatjona Isufaj, nominated by ELSA Leuven 
§ President: Brandon Cheliotis, nominated by ELSA Antwerpen and seconded by ELSA 

Liège 
 
ALUMNI NETWORK OF ELSA BELGIUM 2020/2021 

§ President : Filipe Machado, recommendation of the Governing Board of the Alumni 
Network of ELSA Belgium 

 
Chair: Kind reminder to all candidates that are going to be presenting and having a question and 
answer session, you will be given 10 minutes to present your candidacy towards us, I will have a 
timer here and the Secretary General will also have a timer with himself so he will remind me in 
case mine fails. After that, the time has stopped, you are stopped from presenting your candidacy. 
We will give a reminder when 5 minutes have passed and then when you have 1 more minute to 
present your candidacy. After that, we will have a question and answer session of 10 minutes. Same 
rules apply here again. If the question and answer session has finished after ten minutes there will 
be no more questions. I would like everybody to mind the finger rules that have been posted in 
the chat so read these properly because if you have questions towards the candidates. Furthermore, 
I know there may be a lot of questions to some of the candidates, I will choose and try to be as 
objective to this as possible, it will be one per local group preferably, unless there is time for more. 
If I find a question that is deemed unfit for the candidate to answer I will reserve the right to have 
the candidate not answer this question or I will ask for the question to be rephrased. The candidate 
also has the authority to ask for the question to be rephrased if it is unclear. Any questions, 
concerns, comments? Please raise them now. I see none.  
 
BC: What will happen is after the presentation, I will enable the Q&A mode, so you can send in a 
question the question that will be published and the candidate will be able to answer the question 
directly. This will be a better way so everyone can see the question and the whole process will be 
clearer.  
 
Revision of the list of votes  
Brandon Cheliotis, Secretary General of ELSA Belgium  
 
Chair passes the floor to BC for the revision of list of votes. 
 
ELSA Antwerpen  present and voting  
ELSA Brussel   present and voting  
ELSA Brussels   present and voting  
ELSA Hasselt   present and voting  
ELSA Leuven   present and voting  
ELSA Liège   present and voting  
ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve present and voting  
ELSA Saint-Louis  present and voting 
 
With 8 Member Local Groups present and voting, the total amount of votes is 24. The absolute 
majority is 13 votes and the 2/3 majority is 16 votes. 
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Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Data Protection 
Officer  
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair passes the floor to Ilias De Schryver for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
IS presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much, we now have the aforementioned question and answer mode that 
has been enabled. If there are any questions please post them now. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you describe ELSA in 3 words? 
 
IS: ELSA in three words is first of all, in my opinion, ELSA Spirit. Next one is Cooperation and 
third one is NCM. 
 
Océane Dieu: What is your spirit animal? 
 
IS: I would say a monkey because I really enjoy watching monkeys, they are really smart animals 
and friendship and family is also really important for them. And they also live together, cooperation 
is also a big aspect for them. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Do you consider having some directors and if so, which? 
 
IS: I also thought about this aspect, but my first perspective would be that I don’t need a director. 
I think it would be better to discuss this with Viktor Francq and see how he experienced this 
during his year and if in his opinion it would be necessary to have a director. But in my perspective, 
I wouldn’t need one. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Do you think it would be better to have local DPO’s? 
 
IS: It would be better but it is up to the local section to decide if they want to appoint a DPO. 
Viktor, during this year, didn’t directly ask for Local DPO’s but a contact person. I want to start 
on that basis, but I will try to convince the local sections to maybe point out a DPO, as it can be 
perfectly combined with another position. I would encourage them to do so. I think to organize 
workshops it would be better to have a Local DPO, but if you combine it with Internal 
Management you can also give a combined workshop. It’s up to the people but in terms of  
organizing workshops and working together to make our network GDPR compliant it would be 
better. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you give any negative points in Viktor’s performance last year? 
 
IS: To be honest, I really didn’t see any negative aspects. It’s the first time I saw someone creating 
this position within an organization and even within ELSA. I think he did his best, he always stayed 
really professional and when there were any issues or privacy questions, he was there to answer 
them. I analysed this year and the reason why I want to continue his work is because he did an 
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amazing job, he spent a lot of time and effort and he showed us incredible professionalism. I will 
try to be as professional as he was this year.  
 
Louka Lacroix: How will you handle the fact that the international level doesn’t give any clear 
guidelines concerning data protection? 
 
IS: I am lucky in that case because Viktor already made a lot of handy tools I can improve. Firstly, 
I would listen to and work together with the Secretary General because I think it would be best to 
follow the guidelines that they receive from the international level. I will continue Viktor’s work 
and  if the international level doesn’t give any clear guidelines, we could be an example for them. 
If I continue this good privacy flow within the Belgian Network it could give a sign to other 
National Groups and to the international level to maybe also think about implementing these 
guidelines concerning data protection. 
 
Chair: Thank you. 
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Vice-President 
for the Student Trainee Exchange Programme  
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair passes the floor to Leia Hindricq for the presentation of her candidacy. 
 
LH  presents her candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much. We will move on, as with the previous candidate, with the Q&A 
session, which will also be ten minutes. If you have any questions please present them now.  
 
Francesco Bondi: How do you plan to improve student engagement on the national level for 
STEP? 
 
LH: What do you mean by student engagement? If you could clarify that please. 
 
Francesco Bondi: So, number of applications and interest from applicants. 
 
LH: Already, this year, with the STEP Team of ELSA Saint-Louis we created a promotional video 
about STEP, so I think this is one way to promote STEP and try to make STEP more attractive. 
I think it is really important to explain to the students what STEP is, why it is a great experience 
and why it could help them in the future. I will try to do as much promotion as I can with new 
promotional materials, that is why we also have a Working Group now about the marketing 
materials to improve all of this and to have more applicants for STEP in general. 
 
Axel de Hoon: What are your thoughts on the current decisions made about the continuity of the 
STEP program due to the coronavirus? 
 
LH: The coronavirus situation is something we never experienced before, it is a very complicated 
situation and I think everyone has a different opinion about it. It is not easy for the STEP program 
to continue to work easily with all of this because potential students have to travel all around to 
go to their traineeships. I think that keeping opportunities for students to have a traineeship online 
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is something great. It is not the essence of STEP but it’s an alternative and I think it’s a great idea. 
It is not what we think about STEP because STEP is about travelling but we have to make 
compromises. 
 
Maja Rajic: What are your plans regarding the upcoming SRP reports and deadlines and SRP in 
general? 
 
LH: Of course, I will continue to work on the SRP reports like Gao did before me and we actually 
have a Working Group about this matter. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you give me 2 positive and 2 negative points in Gao Xing’s term? 
 
LH: For the negative ones, it is really difficult to find some. I am not saying that there aren’t any 
negative points but Gao made an amazing work and nothing is coming up. About the positive 
ones, she was very attentive that all the VP’s were good and all the projects were well organized. 
She wanted us to collaborate a lot between all the VPs, I want to keep that point for this year, to 
improve all the collaboration between local groups. She was very practical and professional about 
everything and she always listened to everybody’s opinion, she always wanted to talk about 
international decisions with us and I think this is really great and something I want to keep for 
next year. I don’t see negative points, she did the best that she could. We can see the results this 
year. 
 
Louka Lacroix: How do you see the relationship between Marketing and STEP? 
 
LH: I think that without Marketing we couldn’t promote STEP and we couldn’t have applicants 
for STEP. Marketing is very important, we have to have a good communication with them because 
it is thanks to them that STEP is possible. I have collaborated with Marketing this year to make a 
STEP promotional video, it is one of the most important relationships that STEP can have in a 
National Board or in ELSA in general. 
 
Nicky Naimi: What’s your spirit animal? 
 
LH: I would choose a dog because it a very friendly animal, independent but also loyal and very 
smart.  
 
Chair: Thank you very much Leia. 
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Vice-President 
for Seminars & Conferences  
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair passes the floor to Valentin Badert for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
VB  presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much Valentin. So, now we move on to the second part. If you have your 
questions post them now, please. 
 



LXVI National Council Meeting                                                                                       Minutes  

 

 
LXVI National Council Meeting of ELSA Belgium 

Hosted by ELSA Belgium, Online 
26th of April 2020 

 
17 

Ilke Yilmaz: In which ways do you think your experience and learnings as the VP S&C of ELSA 
Luxembourg will help you in this position? 
 
VB: That is a very fair question. I think that one point is that in Luxembourg, we have sometimes 
considered this as a weakness but I consider it a strength, we are both local and national. So, I have 
been able, throughout the year, to experience the issues that a Local Group can have but at the 
same time have the experience that a National Group and the responsibilities that a National 
Group can have on the international level. I think that a way that my position as an S&Cer in 
Luxembourg can help me is that I will have this experience of what it takes to be on the national 
level but at the same time I can also understand the issues that local officers can have when they 
organize their events, such as, for example, lack of attendance, or anything else. 
 
Laura Cestaro (ELSA UK): Can you elaborate on how your international experience has shaped 
your plans and approaches? 
 
VB: What do you mean by “shape my plans”? My action plan or my previous board year? 
 
Laura Cestaro: So, what have you learned from attending other countries/international events. 
 
VB: Well, I think that mainly the first thing I have learned about in the beginning of the year is all 
about the S&C area in general. Attending the KAM in Istanbul was where I learned a lot, it was a 
huge week for me because I was able to come back with many ideas and really learn how to 
organize more international events. BENELUX was a proof of that. Concerning the rest of the 
countries’ events, it also helped me as I have been able to go to some of the NCM’s (France and 
UK). Attending them helped me understand the relationship that the National Board has with the 
locals and see what issues we can learn from other countries and be sure to have a solution that 
we can implement in the Belgian Network if this issue is rising up in the future. 
 
Louka Lacroix: How do you see the relationship between Marketing and S&C? 
 
VB: I see this relationship as a very important one, as I mentioned in my Action Plan but I didn’t 
elaborate on it because for me it is quite straightforward. S&C events cannot have any impact 
without a good Marketing I believe, because without it we cannot have the attendance we would 
wish for. So, I believe there should be a very strong relationship between Marketing and S&C so 
that we make sure that our projects are marketed well. Also, it is important to try and see the 
possibility of having international projects that can be promoted more nationally, so for example 
ELSA Delegations, where something could be done other than maybe just reposting ELSA 
International posts.  
 
Leia Hindricq: How are you planning to deal with local groups? 
 
VB: Well, as I mentioned a bit, how I want to deal with them is by being really close to local groups 
with the help of open calls, at least once a month, to make sure that everyone’s issues are dealt 
with and to make sure to be present for them. Also, to attend S&C events around the network to 
make sure that ELSA Belgium is present and recognizes their work. 
 
Louka Lacroix: If you were to be sent on a deserted island and you could choose 3 objects to 
take with you, which would they be? 
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VB: Firstly, because I love food, I would need to have food. Second, I think, books because I love 
to read something that I am passionate about. Maybe for the third one, even if it is not an object, 
and I will deviate a bit from the question here, I would bring at least one person, a friend, because 
I am someone who is really close to people and being alone is something that I hate. 
 
Ibrahim: What is your spirit animal? 
 
VB: Maybe dolphin, because a dolphin is not someone who looks for a fight or war and is really 
someone who is always looking for some kind of peace in everything that he does. Also, a dolphin 
in my sense is an example of cooperation, and BENELUX is a show of cooperation. 
 
Chair: Thank you for answering the questions.  
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Vice-President 
for Moot Court Competitions  
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair passes the floor to Mathieu Verhelst for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
MV presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much, now we are going to move back to the question and answer session. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you tell me how you see the relationship between MKT and MCC, 
particularly taking into account the specific agenda of MCC? 
 
MC: That is a great question. All the key area cooperation with Marketing is very important 
because Marketing really promotes your event and if you want people at your event it needs to go 
through Marketing. For a Moot Court Competition, the Marketing in that specific case it is 
important to get students from all over, it needs to be on a national level very widespread on all 
universities. So, cooperation with the National Group’s Marketing VP but also the Local Group’s 
Marketing VPs is very important to spread those ideas in the universities because students are the 
prime candidates for Moot Court Competitions. Planning Moot Court Competitions will also be 
in English, I don’t want any discrimination between Flemish or French speaking students especially 
in a possible BENELUX Moot Court Competition that I would like to work on. So, a very close 
contact with the VP Marketing is exactly what MCC needs. 
 
Maja Rajic: How would you improve the involvement of Belgian network in international MCCs? 
(EHRMCC and JHJMCC) 
 
MC: It is something that I really am working on, I am already part of the EHRMCC Team. I really 
fell in love with the International Moot Court Competitions but they are very hard to organize. A 
Regional Round is what I have in mind. Either next year or in the long run, but I am going to 
make the working materials for all the VPMCC and VPAA to use after me. To organize the main 
event, you will already have the guidelines and everything laid down. If I can organize it myself, I 
will gladly do it but it is a very important decision that I am not alone able to make. The treasurer 
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will also have to be involved in that decision, of course. But I would really like the Belgium 
Network to help the international level in that case. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Did you already reflect on specific partners you could work with as well as which 
winning prices you would award ? 
 
MV: A partner for a Moot Court Competition is very important, especially for judges and for a 
big name for your MCC. In my year as VPMCC for ELSA Brussel I worked with Lydian. For a 
Moot Court Competition, it was a real eye opener because law firms can be sometimes difficult to 
work with. It is not the easiest cooperation but when you stay very diplomatic and very open to 
them it will work out in the end. It can be stressful but I consider myself a bit stress resistant from 
every event that I have hosted. I would like to start looking for a partner together with the next  
president as soon as I am elected. It is not the easiest thing especially because of the rules regarding 
partnerships in ELSA but having a partner for your Moot Court Competition is primordial and is 
something I would like to work on as quickly as possible. Also, for the prize, I would like to ask 
that partner to be able to give an internship as prize, I always use internships in my Moot Court 
Competitions because in Belgium it is really important to have that. Also, law firms are really 
looking into the Moot Court Competitions so they can recruit the best students for their 
internships. So that would be the main prize, there would also be secondary prizes, I have the 
contact for those ones from my local Moot Court Competitions and some small prizes, but an 
internship needs to be the main prize. 
 
Laura Cestaro: A bit more practical: A big problem faced by MCC/AA officers is withdrawals 
by teams in Competitions, especially at the last-minute. What would your approach be to tackle 
this issue? 
 
MV: I have some experience with teams falling out even on the date of the MCC. It is not 
something that you like when you are organizing, especially on the day itself. What I did at that 
moment was completely reschedule everything and discuss it with the judges and teams so it was 
back in order. Worst case scenario you can always reschedule everything and tell people you had 
some setbacks. You still need to see that everything works out, but last time it worked out, I hope 
if it happens again it will work out again in the future. Also, something you can incorporate, even 
if it’s a little bit difficult, is asking for a bit of a registration fee. It doesn’t need to be high but it is 
some incentive that teams to participate and be there on time. Also, the prizes are important, if 
you have a good prize, teams will be less likely to fall off and it gives them more incentive to stay. 
If anything happens to the team like force majeure I can deal with that as it is understandable. 
 
Ilias de Schryver: What did you learn during your time as Local VP MCC at ELSA Brussel that 
you could take with you as National VP MCC? 
 
MV: This year I have worked very hard as a VPMCC for my Local Group together with my team. 
I have learned to work in a team, it was very important for me. I am not used to working in a team 
because I am someone who can be very active and handle most of the things myself. But organizing 
such big competitions, you can’t handle everything by yourself. So, having a team is really 
important and managing a team is even more important. Secondly, it is important to think quickly 
on your feet. When you’re handling a Moot Court Competition you can’t plan everything ahead, 
like the previous question, teams drop out, there are problems during the day, if you have food 
delivery it can be late, everything needs to be handled in the minute in those kinds of situations. I 
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really am someone who thinks quickly on his feet in that regard and I have learned that also during 
my year as local VPMCC. Besides that, I have also learned a lot of things from joining the 
international events. I joined KAM and also some national events and workshops. That is also a 
great source of information because you don’t get the information that you have from being local 
VPMCC, you get the information from the international board. So, they were two sources of 
different information that I combined this year and used. 
 
Chair: Thank you, we will now move on to the next presentation. 
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Vice-President 
for Academic Activities  
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair: As this is a contested position, I would like to ask Aude Valizadeh to first approach and I 
would like to ask Silke Spruyt to leave the conversation. If I am correct, you are to move to a 
separate room which you can join Brandon in and once the presentation and question and answer 
session is over you can return and Aude will have to leave.  
 
Silke Spruyt leaves the conversation. 
 
Chair passes the floor to Aude Valizadeh for the presentation of her candidacy. 
 
AV presents her candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you, let’s move on to the question and answer session. 
 
Emma Delaude: What is your favourite ELSA memory? 
 
AV: My favourite memory was last NCM, we were with four members, it was my first NCM to be 
elected, there were many emotions and all parties were very good and so fun. 
 
Maja Rajic: What is your favourite AA project and why? 
 
AV: I think my favourite is Legal Debates because you can use your professional and scholar 
knowledge in there with many arguments with your general culture, but you can also use your voice 
and your pleading knowledge. 
 
Louka Lacroix: What is your experience on the international level and how do you see yourself 
doing the link between the international level and the local level ? 
 
AV: I can see this because I want to participate more this year with the International Working 
Groups, and I also want to discover the possibilities in the International Level. I would also like 
to see how the other VPAA officers in the network work. 
 
Valentin Badert: Why do you think your lack of transition is an advantage of your candidacy? 
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AV: It is an advantage because I can discover the inside of ELSA Network by my own vision and 
I can use it with my own personality. I can adapt it all and I can use all tools in my way. I see that 
as an advantage. 
 
Emma Delaude: What is the most valuable lesson your learned from you experience in ELSA? 
 
AV: It is honesty, it is very important. With ELSA Brussels I discovered transparency is very 
important with your members and with the other VP’s, you need to be very honest with your 
board.  
 
Maja Rajic: How would you improve the involvement of ELSA Belgium in international AA 
projects? 
 
AV: I want to participate with some AA projects because I want to discover a new challenge and 
I can improve my experience and improve my professionalism. Because I didn’t receive a 
transition, I can adapt my work on a different level, I think it is a good use for the international 
level. 
 
Laura Cestaro: The ELR and other writing competitions are projects of ELSA that have been 
pushed heavily for participation this past term. How would you ensure that Belgian participation 
increases? 
 
AV: I think it is important to increase participation for ELSA Belgium. I think ELR is very 
interesting for Belgium Network. 
 
Océane Dieu: Will you keep your position in the local group of ELSA Brussels as VPAA? 
 
AV: No, now it is important for ELSA Brussels, especially AA, to have a new vision and a new 
person. I want to be all there for ELSA Belgium now.  
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you tell me 2 positive and 2 negative points of last year's term ? 
 
AV: For the positive ones, it was to discover the work in a national level, it is so important and I 
am now more professional with the tools. As for the negative points, I can’t this year propose the 
ENC because I can’t create it at this moment, it was impossible to organize with the coronavirus. 
The other negative point is I can’t be present at the ICM. It is was very sad to me. Another positive 
point it was to discover the webinars. 
 
Nathan Pechon: Which AA local events did you attend this year ? 
 
AV: The event of ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve and ELSA Saint Louis and ELSA Brussels was a big 
event and it could not be done this year because of the Covid-19, I hope this event will be more 
national and I hope it can also be created in the Dutch part of the network. At a national level, I 
want to keep all local activities and ELSA Belgium will be there just to help and support them. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you give me 3 uses for a glass which is not drinking (not its regular use)? 
 
AV: You can throw it on the face of someone, I don’t know anymore.  
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Chair: The Q&A session is over. I would now ask you to leave so your counter candidate can 
present their candidacy and we can have a Q&A session. Thank you very much, Aude. 
 
AV leaves the conversation. Silke Spruyt returns to the conversation.  
 
Chair passes the floor to SS for the presentation of her candidacy. 
 
SS presents her candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much. We will now move on to the question and answer session.  
 
Maja Rajic: What is your favourite AA project and why? 
 
SS: That is a difficult question, because the AA area is very diverse. At a local level, the skills 
programme would be my favourite because it is something every law student should have and can 
use it in every legal aspect they want. It is not focused on commercial law or family law, it is focused 
on for example presentation skills or pleading, skills every law students should have. At a national 
level, maybe the Negotiation Competition because I think that the general focus is more on human 
rights and the Negotiation Competition focuses more on commercial law.  
 
Louka Lacroix: What is your experience on the International Level and how do you see yourself 
doing the link between the International Level and the Local Level ? 
 
SS: I don’t have a lot of experience on the  international level. I wanted to go to the ICM Malta 
but due to the coronavirus that couldn’t happen. But I have some connections with the 
international level, not the International Board, just with other Local Groups from other countries. 
How do I see myself doing the link between the international and the local level? As I already said, 
I focus on transparency so I would really like to communicate with the AA officer at the 
International Board so I can see what they expect of all the National Officers and what they want 
to do this year. I will do the same at a local level so I can see all different opinions, find a 
constructive match between the two and be the voice for the groups at the international level.  
 
Maja Rajic: How would you improve the involvement of ELSA Belgium in international AA 
projects? 
 
SS: I would like to refer to my 3rd pillar, developing the legal writing in Belgium, because that is 
very popular in other countries and is more established at the international level. I would like to 
create an LRG in Belgium or at least participate in the LGR of ELSA International and to really 
contribute to these LRGs at the international level. This would be the main involvement, as the 
other pillars would be more at the national or local level. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you tell me 2 positive and 2 negative points of last year's term? 
 
SS: My term or the National Board? 
 
Louka Lacroix: Last year of national level. 
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SS: First of all, I don’t think I like to say something negative about my predecessor because 
everyone does their best. For the two positive points, I think the steps for establishing the AA area 
in ELSA Belgium are being lead and now it is time to construct a house. So, as the beginning of 
my action plan already says, “evolution resonates more than revolution”, so things like the Essay 
Competition, you don’t have to change that, you have to go further. As to what I would do 
differently, I think I am a different person, I would have a different approach, so it would be totally 
different as I have different insights and different ideas.  But also, I will focus fully on the ELSA 
Belgium level so I am not involved in anything else. I think my predecessor did her best and I 
would do the same and do my best as well. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you give me 3 uses for a glass that is not drinking (not its regular use)? 
 
SS: I know that when you put music on your cell phone and you put it in a glass it echoes and 
makes the music louder. Another use would be maybe to put my pencil in it when I am studying 
and don’t have something else. I forgot the most important one, play beer pong with it, even 
though the glass may break. 
 
Nathan Pechon: Will you still be in your Law studies next year ? 
 
Chair: Seen as that is a personal question, you are at liberty to answer it or not.  
 
SS: Yes, I will still be in my Law studies. I’m finishing my second year of masters next year, I only 
have my thesis and a few classes during the first semester.  
 
Chair: That was the last of the questions, we have finished the Q&A session. I would now propose 
a 10-minute break. 
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting on 10-minute break: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
National Council Meeting adjourned at 13:52. 
 
Revision of the list of votes  
Brandon Cheliotis, Secretary General of ELSA Belgium  
 
Chair reconvenes the National Council Meeting at 14:02. 
 
Chair passes the floor to BC for the revision of list of votes. 
 
ELSA Antwerpen  present and voting  
ELSA Brussel   present and voting  
ELSA Brussels   present and voting  



LXVI National Council Meeting                                                                                       Minutes  

 

 
LXVI National Council Meeting of ELSA Belgium 

Hosted by ELSA Belgium, Online 
26th of April 2020 

 
24 

ELSA Hasselt   present and voting  
ELSA Leuven   present and voting  
ELSA Liège   present and voting  
ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve present and voting  
ELSA Saint-Louis  present and voting 
 
With 8 Member Local Groups present and voting, the total amount of votes is 24. The absolute 
majority is 13 votes and the 2/3 majority is 16 votes. 
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Vice-President 
for Marketing 
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair passes the floor to Melissa Sokoli for the presentation of her candidacy. 
 
MS presents her candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much. Let’s move on to the Question and Answer session. 
 
Louka Lacroix: It can sometimes be challenging when all key area's ask you to do something for 
them at the same time. So, my question is: how would you try to avoid this and deal with it in the 
most efficient way ? 
 
MS: It’s a very good question. It is something I had to deal with in ELSA Brussels, since we are 
used to doing everything at the last minute, sometimes you have many different projects at the 
same time. That is why I want to have with me directors, first of all, so I can delegate, that is how 
I worked in ELSA Brussels and it was the best way for me to keep things on track. Also, to me, it 
is very important to have a calendar because it is important to follow things at the right time. I 
don’t think all of the events will be in the same day. Normally we are supposed to have at least one 
or two days between every project.  
 
Louka Lacroix: Follow up question: Which directors? 
 
MS: I would like to have as many directors as possible. I was used to having a team of 15 people 
in ELSA Brussels. The minimum for me would be five. So, one Director for Social Media of 
course, that is very important for us since it is our main platform, one Director for Design. I would 
also like one Director for Corporate Identity, this came from the previous VP Marketing, I thought 
it was a great idea since I would like to implement the handbook and I think if we have one director 
who can help every local group with all the rules that would be great and important to avoid every 
breach or mistake possible. I would also like to have a Director for BEE, since I would like a close 
collaboration this year it is important to have one director for that. The fifth one would be a 
Director for STEP, since STEP is very important and takes a lot of work. And then of course, if I 
can have more, I would also like to have one for each other key area. 
 
Chair: Because of time issues, we will skip the personal questions and move on to the other ones. 
 
Eva Taverna: How will you combine your function at ELSA Brussels with a function at ELSA 
Belgium? 



LXVI National Council Meeting                                                                                       Minutes  

 

 
LXVI National Council Meeting of ELSA Belgium 

Hosted by ELSA Belgium, Online 
26th of April 2020 

 
25 

 
MS: I didn’t take this decision easily, I had to think about it. Firstly, about the amount of work 
and how to manage my time, I don’t think it will be a problem because I’m used to having a lot of 
responsibilities. Last year I was the VP Marketing of ELSA Brussels, I was a masters student, I 
had a student job and I was also a delegate for MUN at ULB. This took a lot of time and I did 
manage all of my responsibilities, none of them suffered. So, I think it won’t be difficult for me 
since with my experience I acquired a lot of skills. I can be persistent, disciplined, rigorous, and 
that can helps me manage my time more easily.  
 
Nicky Naimi: What new ideas/things are you going to bring, concretely, for the Marketing 
department itself ? 
 
MS: The ideas I put on my action plan. For the real Marketing stuff like the image, the reputation, 
etc, concretely I will simply add my touch. I think with my experience in ELSA Brussels we saw a 
big evolution, before me we had a VP Marketing that did her job but still, when I got to the 
position in two years, we had a expansion in social media and in people that were attending our 
events. 
 
Nicky Naimi: (Clarification) No, I mean that the book is more for transition, I'm talking about 
Marketing during the year. 
 
MS: Yes, that is what I was answering. So, what I was saying is that my effort in ELSA Brussels 
has worked and being more present in social media is also one of my goals, it is very important 
because it is our main platform so we have to work it. Instagram, Facebook, Instagram stories, 
people have to see us. Not only in our network but also in the international network. My experience 
in ELSA Brussels, to me, was a success, I achieved having international guests at our last gala, 
international guests on our social media, so I am really hoping to do the same for ELSA Belgium, 
and even more because we are a National Group. I also want to be more present in each event. 
Lucas did a great job this year, he was more present on social media, I will be doing more than 
that if I can. 
 
Louka Lacroix: What is your view on the role of MKT at an ICM? 
 
MS: Marketing is one of the most important area in a Local, National and International Group 
because without it you are not presenting your events. The whole group depends on Marketing. 
At the ICM, the Marketing is important because it will help increase the image of the National 
Group in the ICM. To me, it has a big role. 
 
Chair: That is all the questions. I am sorry to everyone who couldn’t have their questions answered 
but we are on a ten-minute schedule.  
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Treasurer  
Chair and Candidate(s) 
 
Chair: This is again a contested position. I would first like to ask Ibrahim Diallo to join me and I 
would like to ask Onat Karamenderes to please leave the conversation. Once he has left, we can 
begin. 
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Onat Karamenderes leaves the conversation. 
 
Chair passes the floor to Ibrahim Diallo for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
ID presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: All right Ibrahim, thank you very much. We will move on to the Q&A session.  
 
Arthur Nuyttens: Apart from possible government funding, how would you try to improve the 
financial situation of ELSA Belgium? 
 
ID: It’s a good question. Brandon, I think, will speak about that. Mathieu and Melissa did too, we 
have to look for sponsorships for events for the year. That’s a good way to improve the financial 
situation of ELSA Belgium. I count on the department of Marketing and the President to find 
solutions for the sponsorships. I know there is also a project to look for a patron of ELSA Belgium 
this year, so I think there is a lot of projects to improve the financial situation. Mine is to look for 
government funding. 
 
Alaa Touil: How many directors do you plan on having? And for which positions? 
 
ID: I’m sure that I need a Director for Government Funding because for that we have to go to 
the communities in Belgium, to the French speakers and to the Dutch speakers. So, I need a 
director who can speak both English and Dutch. I don’t think I need another one, but I can take 
maybe 2 or 3. 
 
Valentin Badert: How will you cooperate with other NG’s for such projects like BENELUX 
conference which involves many treasurers? 
 
ID: I don’t think I understood the question. 
 
Chair: To elaborate on that question, it is about the cooperation of multiple treasures on an project 
that is international. The BENELUX conference is an international project, you will have to work 
with multiple treasurers. How will you do that? 
 
ID: About communication, about diplomacy, we are all students from ELSA so I think it should 
be very simple. The big question is how to share the incomes, so it will be the same for every 
National Group. 
 
Océane Dieu: Why should we vote for you and not the other candidate? 
 
Chair: Seen as this is a direct question, you are at liberty to answer it or not.  
 
ID: I will answer it. I think I am very determined, I can adapt myself very quickly to all the 
situations, I can support the questions, I love ELSA; I have the ELSA spirit and I want to bring 
this momentum where I come from in ELSA Brussels to ELSA Belgium. So, this is why I think 
you should vote for me. 
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Daniele Botti: If you had the chance to invest money as the Treasurer of ELSA Belgium, what 
would you do? 
 
ID: That’s a good question. Honestly, I didn’t think about it because I don’t know if there is a 
National or Local Group that will actually do it. But it can be a solution, we can look in the statutes 
and see if it is possible. If it is possible, we should see if there is a possibility to increase the financial 
resources.  
 
Louka Lacroix: Can you give us 1 positive point as well as 1 thing you would have done differently 
concerning last year’s term at the National Level? 
 
ID: One positive point is that Yannick, this year, told us about the EBDF and the EDF, and he 
talked a lot about them, so there was a possibility to organize some events and to have a guarantee 
that you won’t suffer a lot of losses. I would have done it the same way as Yannick did this year 
because I think he did a very good job. 
 
Daniele Botti: What do you think of the current revenue steam of ELSA Belgium? In which way 
can it be improved? 
 
ID: Like I said, the first and the last point of my action plan is related to improve the current 
revenue of ELSA Belgium because we all know it is not a good situation for us. My first solution 
is to seek for government funding, to look for sponsorships, Brandon had a project to find a 
patron for ELSA Belgium. That is the way we can use to improve the revenue of ELSA Belgium. 
 
Touil Alaa: How do you plan on improving the communication between Local Treasurers and 
yourself ? 
 
ID: Simply to make a Facebook or slack group in the beginning of the year in September, if I am 
elected the Treasurer of the National Board. To communicate a lot, if they have any questions, 
they can ask in the group and if I am not available someone can answer for me. I can also do a 
video call with local treasurers every month or if a treasurer wants to ask me a question, we can 
organize this by a videocall as well. 
 
Jak Jakaj: What is your spirit animal? 
 
ID: I would say a chameleon because I adapt myself very quickly to all situations and 
environments. 
 
Chair: Thank you for answering the questions and for the presentations. I would ask you to leave 
the conversation now, so your counter candidate can join us.  
 
BC: Due to some technical issues, the platform crashed. We will now do a quick revision of the 
list of votes. 
 
Chair passes the floor to BC for the revision of list of votes. 
 
ELSA Antwerpen  present and voting  
ELSA Brussel   present and voting  
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ELSA Brussels   present and voting  
ELSA Hasselt   present and voting  
ELSA Leuven   present and voting  
ELSA Liège   present and voting  
ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve present and voting  
ELSA Saint-Louis  present and voting 
 
With 8 Member Local Groups present and voting, the total amount of votes is 24. The absolute 
majority is 13 votes and the 2/3 majority is 16 votes. 
 
Ibrahim Diallo leaves the conversation.  
 
Chair passes the floor to Onat Karamenderes for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
OK presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much. Let’s move to the Q&A session. 
 
Arthur Nuyttens: How would you improve the financial situation of ELSA Belgium? 
 
OK: Well first, if you want to improve the financial situation, you need money. The first thing to 
do is to think about why you need that money. Is it for an event? If yes, we can think about the 
possibilities to make that event make profit or to make it free. We can also look to the government 
funding. The membership fee will give us more money than it gave to ELSA Belgium last year so 
for now I am not worried about the question of the money because I know we have some. We 
can have more money, but it’s not the main point about because we can work with what we have 
now. 
 
Alaa Touil: How would you improve the communication between Local Treasurers and yourself? 
 
OK: By speaking with them, I think that is the best way to communicate, to send messages and 
reach out. I will not wait for the treasurers to come to me, I will talk to them as soon as possible. 
I will prepare harder for the BKAM/BSAM because it will be our first meeting. After that we will 
work together, communicate.  
 
Valentin Badert: How do you see your cooperation with other NGs on projects such as the 
BENELUX conference which involves working with other national treasurers? 
 
OK: Communicate with them first. We had a shared conference in ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve and 
we had no issues, so I will ask my S&C department how they managed it. I will keep on 
communicating with them, because it worked well.  
 
Daniele Botti: If you didn't have to worry on financial sources as a Treasurer of ELSA Belgium, 
how would you spend the money? 
 
OK: It is not because we have money that we need to spend it. But it is great to have money in 
case you have a problem. I can answer to Louka at the same time because I will be crazy to say 
now that I will spend my money like this or I will use that percent of money for that project or 
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that department. It is impossible to say until you are  in the National Board. If I show you numbers, 
they will be random numbers. I prefer not to say, we will see what we need, why we should spend 
it depending on the need. I can’t tell you a precise percent because it is impossible for me to know 
now. 
 
Alaa Touil: What do you think about the state of EBDF and how would you improve it ? 
 
OK: EBDF now is a bit too slow to work, so we should make the procedure quicker. Then, I think 
information about it was not very clear, we didn’t have time to speak about it. I believe we should 
have talked about it at this NCM but we couldn’t have it. So, information, making it faster to use 
and finally, making it more fit for the Local Groups to use.  
 
Chair: Any other questions? Perhaps about the spirit animal? 
 
OK: Ninja turtle, because you don’t expect it to be a ninja, so this is my spirit animal. 
 
Louka Lacroix: How do you see your role in being the link between the international and local 
level ? 
 
OK: I think that as a Treasurer I can make a link with the EDF, because we have to be aware that 
it exists and how it works. Then, I can talk with the International Treasurer about how EDF is 
used but otherwise I don’t see the Treasurer as being the most important link so I will leave that 
job for the others and I focus on the project I can make for the EDF. 
 
Chair: If there are no other questions that people want to ask, I will close the question and answer 
session. Thank you very much.  
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of Secretary 
General  
Chair and Candidate(s)  
 
Chair passes the floor to Fatjona Isufaj  for the presentation of her candidacy. 
 
FI presents her candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you. Let’s go over to the question and answer session. 
 
Louka Lacroix: Could you tell us precisely which directors you want for IM? 
 
FI: For now, I have a few ideas. I want a Director for IT because it is not my speciality so I will 
definitely need someone to help me achieve my ideas. I will need a Director for Legal Compliance 
to be sure everything we have is in order and have another opinion on it. Also, a Director for 
Trainings, will be very helpful. I am also thinking about having a Director for General Management 
or Knowledge Management, to have a second point of view because I want to have somebody else 
to tell if I am right or wrong. I think this will be good for now, but maybe I will come up with 
other ideas. 
 
Emma Delaude: What is your best ELSA memory? 
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FI: I have a lot, but honestly the one I loved very much was the Gala of the 30th Birthday of ELSA 
Brussels because we gathered almost all the Local Groups, we gathered so many international 
guests and we gathered some of the IB as well. It was really beautiful to see everyone united in this 
big ELSA spirit. It was one of my favourite moments that I will remember for the rest of my life. 
 
Luciana Ayres de Campos: How will you improve training in ELSA Belgium? 
 
FI: That is something I have a lot of research to do. For now, I have worked with Brandon to 
start building the National Trainers’ Pool. I will have to talk with the alumni,  see if we can create 
a Belgian Trainers’ Pool because it will be easier in terms of financing and it will be better to talk 
with our own alumni and have them collaborate with us because I believe they will like it too. Then 
I would like to talk with all the Local Groups; I have seen that some of the Secretary Generals are 
interested in trainings, I think talking to them and waking up their desire to do trainings will be a 
good idea.  
 
Louka Lacroix: How do you see the role of IM at ICM's ? 
 
FI: At the ICM I believe each board has, as a first mission, to represent its National Group, so my 
mission would be to represent ELSA Belgium. We need to show our good quality work because 
we do a good job. Also, create contacts with all the National Groups, this is one of the aspects 
that I love about ELSA as it helps you meet so many people and connect with so many different 
cultures. In terms of IM, personally, I will not have to do anything in particular other than attend 
the Workshop, it would be more about representing ELSA Belgium. 
 
Danielle: I see in the IM chapter of your DB a few parts related to old Working Groups made in 
2017. Will those be kept in? If yes, why?   
 
FI: The Decision Book has to be rewritten, I don’t think I have written it in my candidacy materials. 
We have to rewrite it because this year we did a big job to combine all that was validated in previous 
NCMs and everything that was not. This is still a work in progress, but the Decision Book has to 
be revisited and a lot of it has to be clarified.  
 
Ibrahim: What's your spirit animal? 
 
FI: I don’t know, maybe a lion. I like the fact that they don’t attack people without them being 
attacked. They just follow their life without annoying anyone. 
 
Nicky: What kitchen utensil would you be and why ? 
 
FI: A mixer, I like it because it blends a lot of things into one and it’s beautiful and satisfying. 
 
Daniele: Do you have a specific plan for the NTP? 
 
FI: Not very specific, but as I said would like to talk about it with our alumni and I also plan to 
discuss it with the Director for Trainers of ELSA International, I don’t know if it’s going to be the 
same next year but she will be very helpful in this regard. If possible, I would like to organize two 
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trainings in the year, but I don’t want to say a lot of things now because we don’t have anything 
that is concrete. But my ideal dream would be that. 
 
Louka Lacroix: What would be your reaction if you notice that a member of your board is not 
respecting internal regulations? 
 
FI: I would explain to them, but I think each member of the board will know what the regulations 
are or at least their part. If they are slightly going out of it, I would just gently remind them that 
this is not how we should proceed and give them an alternative that is conform with the internal 
regulations instead. 
 
Daniele Botti: How would you interact with ELSA International in case of problems from ELSA 
Belgium in accepting the decisions made by the IB? 
 
FI: I think communicating first, seeing why it is a problem for us and why it is a problem for them. 
Just trying to find  a compromise because I believe compromises can always be found if both 
parties have good faith and good intentions. So, I would just discuss with my board but also discuss 
with the IB and see if there is a way to combine both wills and find a win-win situation. I believe 
there always is one, you just have to be patient, communicative and comprehensive. 
 
Chair: That concludes the time we have. Thank you very much. 
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) for the position of President  
Chair and Candidate(s) 
 
Chair passes the floor to Brandon Cheliotis for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
BC presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you. We will now go over to the question and answers.  
 
Louka Lacroix: You talked about integrity as a value supposing that everyone respects it in ELSA, 
what would be your reaction if you realise that one of your board members doesn't? 
 
BC: That’s a valid question. To be honest that is going to be a rare occasion, but in the case that 
I feel like there is one of my board members that goes against the values of ELSA, like I mentioned 
in the beginning of my presentation, it is discussion that is very important. So, first thing would be 
to discuss this with the person, see what is going on, see what the reason behind such action is. If 
you have a general casus of what is an issue, I would love to respond to that as well because at this 
point it is a little bit general for me to be able to give an adequate response.  
 
Chair: We shall revisit the question if there is a more concrete remark, in the meantime we will 
proceed with the other questions.  
 
Danielle Botti: What about a possible ELSA Bruges? 
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BC: So, in ELSA Bruges, I am not aware if there is a university there. I know there is a campus of 
the College of Europe but besides that I am not aware if there is a university there. But the idea 
would be of course to cover all the universities.  
 
Danielle Botti: There is, “Vives Hogeschool” 
 
BC: In the Statutes of ELSA Belgium, in terms of expansion, an ELSA group can only be created 
in a Belgian University. For me, it is a pretty ancient criteria and I would like to change it during 
my term and to expand it to law faculties. Since “Vives Hogeschool” isn’t a university but a 
college/high school, I would like to explore the possibility to create an ELSA there. But, in order 
to do that, a change in regulation is needed. 
 
Chair: We can go back to Louka’s question, as he has mentioned it is just a hypothetical case.  
 
BC: Yes, I can go back to that question and explain a step-by-step process. If I feel like a person 
doesn’t respect the values, the first step would be to discuss it with them and see if it is intentional. 
I will need to see what the core of the issue is, because an issue like that doesn’t come out of the 
blue, there has to be a reason behind it. So of course, I would discuss it with the board member, 
try to get to the bottom of it, see what I could do to help. As a board member we have a lot of 
stress and anxiety during our term because we have a lot of work to do, so of course I would lend 
a hand to the board member, I could see if I could help them with something in ELSA or even 
their personal life, I could give them tips and tricks on time management, constructing a project 
from A to Z, etc. So the idea would be to guide the board member because I don’t think of the 
President as a person doing just their job in a corner, I see the President as someone that really 
tries to push their board members to the highest of their levels but also be there for them, support 
them, and try to solve any conflicts and issues arising in the board. 
 
Nicky: How are you going to convince LG's to vote for your proposal about the extension to 
"law faculties" (so for "high schools") ? 
 
BC: When I was writing my action plan, I wrote this idea as a goal. I do not like the discrimination 
of Belgian Universities and High Schools, them not being on the same level in terms of having 
ELSA Groups. That would be the first step, the second step would be to talk about the fact that 
in the international regulations of ELSA it is mentioned that ELSA is a law faculty criteria-based 
association. There are many countries in ELSA, like for example ELSA UK, that have not 
necessarily just universities but also high schools that become ELSA members. The idea would be 
of course to comply with international regulations. Thirdly, I would talk about the possibility to 
give access to these high school students to know ELSA, because they are studying Law, they are 
doing the same studies as us and they don’t know ELSA. Can you imagine not knowing ELSA 
during your studies and not having ELSA in your life? That would be horrible, in my opinion. Of 
course, I know there is a lot of interests in question. For example, if there is a high school 
somewhere where there is already a local group. That is something that is also a matter of 
discussion, but I do think that we should try and see if we can find a solution, a compromise. In 
the end, my question to you would be where would be right now without ELSA? 
 
Louka Lacroix: Do you have any specific sponsor(s) in mind to add in ELSA Belgium's 
general/specific sponsors? 
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BC: The idea of having partners in general is to adapt it to the needs of ELSA Belgium. On the 
basis of needs that I am aware of, in terms of legal and administration, since I was Secretary 
General, I know that we need a legal partner, someone who gives us legal aid in different topics, 
that would be the first partner I would search for. For the rest, I would ask my board members 
what projects they want to organize and based on the events they want to organize during the year, 
find the necessary partnerships and close the deal with them. That would be the step-by-step 
process in that case. 
 
Danielle Botti: Last question if there is time: would you like to explain better your idea of the 
composition of the BEE Team? 
 
BC: First of all, we have the separation in board management, external relation and expansion. In 
board management I retook  the position for Director for ELSA Spirit because I think it is very 
important in Belgium. Of course, Valentin did a great job. The idea is to reunite the Local Groups, 
bring us more and more together and it takes a lot of work because it isn’t an easy task. Then, I 
would have a Director for External Relations, and the idea would be for them to work on External 
Relations with an Assistant for General Projects and an Assistant for Project Partnerships. 
Together they would work to find the necessary partnerships depending on the needs of my fellow 
board members, on their projects and on what they would like to pursue during the year. Moving 
on to institutional partnerships, that is more about the advocacy campaign, so the idea would be 
to have to be a Director for the Advocacy Programme with an Assistant for Communications 
which is mostly in reference to awareness, an assistant for legislative proposals as well as an 
assistant for national delegations, in collaboration with the VP S&C at the time. Moving on to 
international relations, we have a Director for International Relations that would help with the 
collaboration of the BENELUX and also with the collaboration with other National Groups. 
Then, we have the Director for Expansion because expansion is not an easy job, it takes a lot of 
work from every board member. I would like to facilitate the process, try to find a Director that 
will help me in terms of creating an Expansion Handbook, on expansion in Belgium in specific, 
try to find ways to make it easier. 
 
Louka Lacroix: What is your ELSA Spirit animal? 
 
BC: I am a bear, because I can be cuddly. But when it comes to work, I am very concentrated and 
focused, like a bear when it has to hunt. 
 
Chair: That concludes our question and answer session, thank you very much Brandon. 
 
Presentation and Q&A of the Candidate(s) or the Presidency of the Alumni 
Network of ELSA Belgium  
Chair and Candidate(s) 
 
Chair passes the floor to Filipe Machado for the presentation of his candidacy. 
 
FM presents his candidacy. 
 
Chair: Thank you very much, let’s proceed to the question and answer session. Maybe we could 
start with the question that is already there, your spirit animal. 
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FM: I will say the same as I did for ELSA International, and that would be a panda. The reason is 
that I am a very calm person, that is also in my job, you need to understand that I have to step in 
in very difficult moments for businesses and associations, so in terms of crisis, when people are 
losing their job. I think that my strong point is that I don’t mind being the bad guy as soon as we 
need to take the decisions, I am really objective, I am really calm and I take the measures necessary 
in order to make sure that the entire association as a whole can survive. This could be for the long 
but also for the short term, definitely. 
 
Mathieu Verhelst: Your best ELSA memory? 
 
FM: I think in terms of impact, I will say the acceptance by the council of the Strategic Goals, not 
in the content itself but just to know the exercise that people had challenged themselves and that 
we had challenged the mindset. I think that was my biggest achievement of my entire ELSA career. 
But of course, when I joined, I still remember who asked me to join ELSA Brussels and at that 
time I didn’t know what ELSA was and actually all my friends today are almost all ELSA officers.  
 
Marie-Noelle Lippens: When do you think you would start to reach out for members? 
 
FM: Definitely in 2020, I think it depends how Covid-19 will go at the next NCM, but if we can 
start to prepare regulations on an internal process then definitely. If we cannot, once again, we 
have managed to survive without an association for years, and you know how people are. If you 
want to launch something, you better be ready because people who are not in favour will use it to 
destroy the idea itself. I will take the time that is required to make sure that when we pass 
something, I can welcome everyone from the Local Groups to professionals. But 2020, as you can 
see on our strategy, is our objective. 
 
Daniele Botti: What do you believe are the cons of having an ELSA Alumni Association? 
 
FM: Well I believe you have a lot of pros, but of course, a lot of cons too. I think the main one is 
the competition, you need to realize we have a huge network. People are working in companies, 
in law firms, so that is why money is not a problem for us. What could be tricky is having partners 
who sponsor the Alumni Association, so having an Alumni Association that are basically the 
partners of ELSA Belgium, so then if you fight with the Alumni Association you basically lose all 
your sponsors. That is why we have excluded the idea with the National Board of having a separate 
association, that is not in our mindset, but that is also why we believe that ELSA Belgium should 
be in charge in terms of communication and in terms of management. My only goal is to support 
back the association and not become a competitive. So far, I have made this clear and if I stay 
President that is something, I will always be very careful about. 
 
Mathieu Verhelst: How would your co-operation with ELSA International Alumni Network be? 
 
FM: The Alumni Association is more an umbrella, and the way I see it is actually that our Network, 
as an organ, is part of such an entity. They are not having specific projects, and if they are, it is 
more related to ELSA in general. In terms of activities, I don’t really see at the moment what kind 
of activities we could do with them. What we really wanted, and that is a message from our 
network, if people want to be part of the National Alumni Association it is because they want to 
be connected with their country. That can be explained because they work in this country, so it is 
really a national expertise that they have, or because they want to join the international aspect, but 
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that’s still living in one country. For me it’s just a friendly cooperation. Maybe if they would like 
to launch a research project, it would be our objective to be able to contribute and make sure the 
Belgian expertise is out there, but that would be mainly it. I don’t think they are planning to build 
another ELSA structure for the Alumni, they are not planning on being the International Board 
for Alumni. 
 
Daniele Botti: What would be the connection between the Alumni and the ELSA Students? 
 
FM: For me I see alumni as mentors, as someone that introduces them to contacts and that is also 
what I try to do with the National Board. I always say that I am not there to do the job, as it is also 
part of the ELSA job to struggle a bit, but what we are there to do is to connect. This is what I 
see, what you can figure out in months maybe I can figure out in a week, introduce you to the right 
person, give you the right tools, tell you that even though you might not have had that in your 
transition, five years ago we had a handbook about it and maybe I can find it in my archives, that 
kind of thing. I think it is more the mentoring part that could be the connection. 
 
Marie-Noelle Lippens: Why are the alumni who are already part of the structure not present at 
this online NCM? 
 
FM: First, that would be impossible for all the alumni to join because we have a very different 
type of life. Some of us have kids, for example, and it is something we need to take into 
consideration. Also, the workload during the week is different. I am quite free during the weekend 
but that doesn’t mean everyone else is. I think that is the main reason, but the second one is we 
work in terms of wanting to have someone that manages the communication for the association, 
which is my case, that is why I am sitting here right now. So, they join meetings but we are not 
going to work in terms of having ten alumni join this kind of meeting. The idea is, we have 
someone that represents us, we send that person and they will report back.  
 
Daniele Botti: To clarify, I was asking if there will be any kind of connection with the students 
that don’t participate actively in ELSA. 
 
FM: We are not reaching out directly, we are an ELSA Belgium “plus”, we work with them. We 
will be there in every activity that could be launched by ELSA Belgium or in partnership with 
ELSA Belgium, but we don’t have an active role in terms of reaching out to Local Groups, that is 
so far not something that we are considering. For me, it is not something that I think would be 
manageable in the long term as I believe that is the task of the of the National Board and also to 
make sure we always fit with the strategies, which is something we let the council decide every 
year. We are not there to judge, we are there to support and help into what you think should be 
the goal of your year.  
 
Chair: That is the last question. Thank you very much! Now that we have finished all the 
presentations and question and answer session, we can move on to the elections themselves.  
 
Presentation of the voting procedure  
Chair  
 
Chair: In order for the procedure to be lawfully done, each voting delegate will have to read out 
a vow which states that only they will have access to and will fill in the online ballot sheet. 
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Voting delegate from  ELSA Antwerpen reads out vow 
Voting delegate from  ELSA Brussel reads out vow 
Voting delegate from  ELSA Brussels reads out vow 
Voting delegate from  ELSA Hasselt reads out vow 
Voting delegate from  ELSA Leuven reads out vow 
Voting delegate from  ELSA Louvain-la-Neuve reads out vow 
Voting delegate from  ELSA Saint Louis reads out vow 
 
Chair scares screen showing the online ballot sheet to the Council and presents the online voting procedure. 
 
BC: To be elected a candidate will need a simple majority. In total we have 8 groups, each group 
has 3 votes, therefore in order to have a simple majority there needs to be a total of 13 votes in 
favour of one candidate.  
 
Casting of the votes  
 
Chair sends out ballot sheets to voting delegates per email. 
 
Chair: We will come back here at 17:05 where I will open up all the emails and check them 
accordingly.  
 
BC: Once you finish completing the form please say so in the comments.  
 
Voting break for 20 minutes. 
 
Announcement of the results of the Election  
Chair  
 
Chair: I have received all of the votes in my email. I will now share my screen and we will begin 
counting the votes.  
 
On the 31st of July 2020, the following administrators have reached the end of their term 

- Apolline Baudoux, administrator, President 
- Yannick Fadeur, administer, Treasurer 
- Lucas Pinelli, administrator, Vice-President for Marketing 
- Aude Valizadeh, administrator, Vice-President for Academic Activities 
- Eva Madessis, administrator, Vice-President for Seminars & Conferences 
- Xing Gao, administrator, Vice-President for the Student Trainee Exchange Programme 
- Viktor Francq, administrator, Data Protection Officer 

 
The following elected board members will commence their term on the 1st of August 2020. 
 
Voting on Ilias De Schryver for the position of administrator, Data Protection Officer 2020/2021 
 
In Favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstention: 0 
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Elected as administrator, Data Protection Officer 2020/2021 
 
Voting on Leia Hindricq for the position of administrator, Vice-President for Student Trainee Exchange 
Programme 2020/2021 
 
In Favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstention: 0 
 
Elected as administrator, Vice-President for Student Trainee Exchange Programme 2020/2021 
 
Voting on Valentin Badert for the position of administrator, Vice-President for Seminars & Conferences 
2020/2021 
 
In Favour:24 
Against:0 
Abstention:0 
 
Elected as administrator, Vice-President for Seminars & Conferences 2020/2021 
 
Voting on Mathieu Verhelst for the position of administrator, Vice-President for Moot Court Competitions 
2020/2021 
 
In Favour:24 
Against:0 
Abstention:0 
 
Elected as administrator, Vice-President for Moot Court Competitions 2020/2021 
 
 
Voting on Aude Valizadeh for the position of administrator, Vice-President for Academic Activities 
2020/2021 
 
In Favour:4 
Against:0 
Abstention:0 
 
Not elected as administrator, Vice-President for Academic Activities 2020/2021 
 
Voting on Silke Spruyt for the position of administrator, Vice-President for Academic Activities 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:20 
Against:0 
Abstention:0 
 
Elected as administrator, Vice-President for Academic Activities 2020/2021 
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Voting on Mélissa Sokoli for the position of administrator, Vice-President for Marketing 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:7 
Against:15 
Abstention:2 
 
Not elected as administrator, Vice-President for Marketing 2020/2021 
 
Voting on Ibrahim Diallo for the position of Treasurer 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:10 
Against:0 
Abstention:0 
 
Not elected as administrator, Treasurer 2020/2021 
 
Voting on Onat Karamenderes for the position of Treasurer 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:14 
Against:0 
Abstention:0 
 
Elected as administrator,  Treasurer 2020/2021 
 
 
Voting on Fatjona Isufaj for the position of Secretary General 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:23 
Against:0 
Abstention:1 
 
Elected as administrator, Secretary General 2020/2021 
 
 
Voting on Brandon Cheliotis for the position of President 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:20 
Against:2 
Abstention:2 
 
Elected as administrator, President 2020/2021 
 
 
Voting on Filipe Machado for the position of President of the Alumni Network 2020/2021 
 
In Favour:18 
Against:3 
Abstention:3 
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Elected as the President of the Alumni Network 2020/2021  
 
Chair: This concludes the voting. I would like to thank the Secretaries for the counting.  
 
Closing of the LXVI National Council Meeting  
Apolline Baudoux, President of ELSA Belgium 
 
Chair passes the floor to AB 
 
AB: Thank you very much. ELSA Belgium would like to amend the Agenda in order to give the 
floor to each member of the National Board for a few words, since it will be their last chance to 
do so.  
 
Chair proceeds with the vote. 
 
Voting for the amendment of the Agenda: 
In favour: 24 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Unanimously approved. 
 
AB: We will do the reverse order, each board member will be able to take the floor if they want 
to. 
 
AB passes the floor to VF. 
 
VF: Thank you all, I warmly congratulate the whole new board, I think you guys are going to do 
a great job. I specifically congratulate Ilias who is going to take my position. I know Data 
Protection is going to be in very good hands and I think there is still a lot of work so I wish him a 
lot of luck in doing this. I will be there to support him. As a final word I would like to say thank 
you to the network and the association itself. I discovered this association less than two years ago 
and in only two years I had the opportunity to meet amazing people who have become my true 
friends. I learned a lot from all points of views, I had the opportunity to meet very challenging 
people who helped me to become a better person than I was two years ago. Congratulations to 
everyone and thank you to each and every one of you, even people who are not here and I met at 
an international level, thank you for this amazing gift that has been ELSA. I love you all! 
 
AB passes the floor to GX 
 
GX: Hello guys, first of all, a big congratulations to everyone who got elected and also thank you 
to everyone who ran for a candidacy as well because it is an amazing experience. It is amazing to 
see the network coming together for this. I also think I have never seen and heard the network as 
united as we have been this year and as we are. To have been able to part of this has been such a 
blessing and such an adventure, such an amazing experience. I would like to take this opportunity 
to very much thank my team for STEP, as we all know that it takes a tremendous effort and 
teamwork both at a national and a local level. It has been amazing working with everybody. I also 
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see a lot of international guests, you have made my year so amazing through the international 
events and I hope to be able to see you guys soon in the future as well. Thank you, love you guys 
so much. 
 
AB gives the floor to YF 
 
YF: I won’t take too much time. I will like to thank the organization for this beautiful online NCM, 
even though there were some struggles everything went pretty well. I would also like to 
congratulate the newly elected board, I have no doubt that you guys will do an amazing job. I 
would like to thank all the international guests for their presence here. It is my time to say goodbye, 
I have been in ELSA for 4 years now and it is time for me to join the Alumni Network and not be 
at the NCM’s as a part of the National Board. Thank you very much everyone, I hope to see very 
soon, I will for sure be at the next NCM without the pressure of having to give workshops in the 
morning. 
 
AB gives floor to BC 
 
BC: This year as Secretary General has been a huge challenge because there has been a lot of things 
that needed to be gone to get the association back on track. I gave everything I had in order to get 
the most done. Happily, I achieved the goals I set out. We are legal, our statutes are published and 
this NCM worked out fine in the end. Now we elected the new board and everything can be 
published and officialised. I will make sure that Fatjona will have an amazing transition, the best 
transition there is. I will see you all again soon! 
 
Due to technical issues LP’s message was read by AB 
 
“Hi everyone, first of all congratulations to the elected board and thank you to all candidates, we 
know and value all the effort you have put into your candidacy. Thank you to our Alumni and to 
our international guests here today. I will be brief, I want to say that I am, like the rest of my board, 
proud of the renewed enthusiasm and involvement through the network we saw this year. On a 
marketing note, this year was the first in which we have seen cross marketing among local sections 
and that is really good. To conclude I want to thank this wonderful network, thank you for being 
so amazing, thank you for being us.” 
 
AB: Dear council, newly elected board members, alumni and friends, it was a pleasure to have you 
by our side today in this first NCM online of ELSA Belgium. We wish to thank you all for joining 
us on this important date in the history of our National Group. These will be my last words as 
National President of ELSA Belgium in front of the council and I would therefore like to say a 
few words about the achievement of my team because they are very modest, in my opinion. This 
year was a year of challenges, we wanted to be transparent, active, we recreated the BENELUX 
conference, we created the first ever National Belgium Summer ELSA Law School, we did an 
essay competition, a legal job interview, created 7 working groups in STEP with amazing results 
and founded ELSA Gent. We were as present as possible in the international meetings with 
Yannick being the chair of FM workshops and Gao being the vice-chair of the STEP Workshops, 
we won the ELSA vision and we had an amazing delegation with 13 people. Thanks to the hard 
work of all areas, Lucas has mastered social media by doubling our followers, Yannick finally fixed 
the problem we had with ING and Brandon was able to publish the statutes after months of hard 
work. Personally, it is great honour to have been able to help ELSA Gent to be created and to help 
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my team with countless meetings, phone calls and hard work on the project. I am very proud today 
that I was able to fulfil most of my promises I made to the council in 2019. I hope from the bottom 
of my heart that the council has seen all the effort we have done for this network. We were, of 
course, not perfect, and we are all too hard on ourselves, but thanks to the feedback received 
during our open calls with all the officers, at least I am sure that we did our best and that the next 
generation will be able to build on this legacy. On behalf of the current National Board, we which 
to remind all attendees that there are still 3 months left for this term and we need to stay proactive, 
creative and strategize the best transition ever for our successor. To all the newly elected National 
Board members, we hope you will feel honoured but the trust you have received from this council,  
that you will keep your promises and push even further. For all dinosaurs like me, who have been 
in the network for so long and will have a hard time leaving, if you feel like crying right now, you 
are all invited to manifest your interest in joining the Alumni Network. The relevant email will be 
published on the chat. We wish you all a pleasant end of your weekend and to stay safe. Thank 
you very much for your attention.  
 
National Council Meeting closed at 17:53 
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2. PROPOSALS APPROVED 
 

2.1. N°1 : Statutes of ELSA Belgium amendment regarding 
the status of full member 

 
Article 6 – Full Members 

Observers, which prove they adhere to the objectives and activities of ELSA, can become Full 
Members if they fulfil the following conditions: 
 
The Observer or Full Member should fulfil the following conditions: 
 
§1. Every group of individuals, with legal personality, will be considered a local group if they are 
composed of law students and/or law students graduated maximum 3 years ago, regularly 
registered at a Belgian university or graduated from a Belgian university and fulfilling the following 
conditions: 
 

a. The group has statutes and/or regulations and a Privacy Policy conform article 4 of these 
statutes; 
 

b. The statutes and , the regulations and the Privacy Policy should be handed to the National 
Board and should comprise at least the following rules: 

 
i. rules concerning the yearly democratic election of a president, a treasurer and a secretary-

general; 
 

ii. a provision indicating that the local group and its members should act conform the 
statutes of ELSA Belgium, that they are independent entities, except to the matters 
regarding to the International and National regulations of ELSA, they are not 
independent entities, and that they should fulfil their obligations towards ELSA 
Belgium; 

 
c. The local group should hand in their statutes and , regulations and Privacy Policy with the 

National Board every time it is modified conform the manner determined by the National 
Board; 
 

d. The local group should hand in their statutes and , regulations and Privacy Policy with the 
National Board every time it is modified conform the manner determined by the National 
Board; 

 
e. The local group should hand in at least once a year with the National Board a list composed 

of all names, first names, nationalities and addresses of their board members; 
 

f. The local group should be recognized as being the only local ELSA group in the faculty by 
an academic authority of the Belgian university, where it has its seat; 
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g. The local group has to organize at least 3 activities a year conform article 4 of these statutes 
prior to the National Council Meeting; 
 

§2. The local group has obtained the Observer membership status and they should be present 
during two National Council Meetings before being promoted to be a Full Member; 
 
§3. There can only be one local group of ELSA Belgium in each Belgian law faculty; 
 
§4. The Member with Observer status can ask for Full Membership during the second general 
assembly immediately after the general assembly session in which they were nominated as an 
Observer; 
 
§5. The Observer should hand in their membership request in writing with the National Board, 
indicating in which ways they pursued the objectives and realized ELSA activities; 
 
§6. The Observer or Full Member should hand in their statutes and , internal regulations and 
Privacy Policy with the National Board, these documents should be in conformity with those of 
ELSA Belgium; 
 
§7. The membership request should be approved by the National Council Meeting by a two-thirds 
majority of the votes casted; 
 
§8. Members, which are full members for longer than 1 year pay a membership fee. The 
Membership fee paid by each local group consists of an amount which cannot exceed 1000 EUR, 
which is annually indexed, from the academic year 2016-2017, according to the evolution of the 
consumer price index; 

 
§8 bis. Members, which are full members, pay an EBDF (ELSA Belgium Development 
Foundation) fee. The EBDF fee paid by each local group consists of an amount of money that 
cannot exceed 100€ as stated in the Decision Book of ELSA Belgium. 
 
§9. The Observer or Full Member Members should fill in the State of the Network Inquiry, sent 
prior to the respective National Council Meeting, and handed it in to the National Board. 
 

 
Comments:  
The idea of this proposal is to generalise the use of Privacy Policies in the network and to allow 
ELSA Belgium to avoid any threat to the well-being of the network in the field of Data Protection. 
 
It also aims at making our Statutes more compliant to the GDPR by deleting the obligation for 
local groups to share the nationality of their Board Members with ELSA Belgium. 
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2.2. N°2 : Statutes of ELSA Belgium amendment regarding 
the members with observer status 

 
Article 7 - Members with observer status 

A local organization which wants to become a Member with Observer status should fulfil the 
following conditions: 
 
§1.  Every group of individuals, with legal personality, will be considered a local group if they are 
composed of law students and/or law students graduated maximum 3 years ago, regularly 
registered at a Belgian university or graduated from a Belgian university and fulfilling the following 
conditions: 
 

a. The group has statutes and/or regulations and a Privacy Policy conform the statutes of 
ELSA Belgium; 

 
b. The group has addressed a membership request to the National Board, which testifies of 

its support to the objectives and activities of ELSA; 
 

c. The statutes and , the regulations and the Privacy Policy should be handed to the National 
Board and should comprise at least the following rules: 

 
i. rules concerning the yearly democratic election of a president, a treasurer and a 

secretary-general; 
 

ii. a provision indicating that the president, the treasurer and the secretary general are 
responsible on behalf of the local group towards ELSA Belgium; 

 
iii. iii. a provision indicating that the local group and its members should act conform 

the statutes of ELSA Belgium and that they should fulfil their obligations regarding 
ELSA Belgium; 

 
d. The local group should hand in their statutes and , regulations and Privacy Policy at the 

National Board every time it is modified conform the manner determined by the National 
Board; 

 
e. The local group should hand in at least once a year at the National Board a list composed of 

all names, first names, nationalities and addresses of their president, treasurer and secretary-
general; 

 
f. The local group should be recognized as being the only local ELSA group in the faculty by an 

academic authority of the Belgian university, where it has its seat; 
 

g. The local group has to organize at least 3 activities a year conform article 4 of these statutes 
prior to the National Council Meeting; 

 
§2. The local group should be approved by the National Council Meeting by a two-thirds majority 
of the votes casted; 
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§3. There can only be one local group of ELSA Belgium in each Belgian law faculty; 
 
§4. Every Member with Observer status can become a Full Member. The National Board will verify 
whether the candidate fulfils the requirements as specified in article 6 of these statutes and whether 
the candidate act in conformity with the ideas of ELSA. The application concerning full membership 
will be submitted to a vote in the general assembly. 
 
 
Comments: 
 
As for the previous amendment, the idea of this proposal is to generalise the use of Privacy Policies 
in the network and to allow ELSA Belgium any very important threat to the well-being of the 
network in the field of Data Protection. 
 
It also aims at making our Statutes more compliant to the GDPR by deleting the obligation for 
local groups to share the nationality of their Board Members with ELSA Belgium. 
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2.3. N°3 : Statutes of ELSA Belgium amendment regarding 
the functions of the board members 

 
Article 35 – Functions 
 
§1. The President is in charge of the overall co-ordination of ELSA work, execution of expansion, 
direction of the work and communication within the National Board, planning and execution of external 
relations. The President represents the Association towards externals and is responsible for the 
communication with them. 
 
§2. The Secretary General is responsible for directing, organising and maintaining the internal structure 
of the Association, and shall consequently be responsible for ensuring that decisions to this effect are 
implemented and respected by all Local groups. The Secretary General shall also be responsible for 
identifying any non-observance in this field and shall make all necessary resources available so as to correct 
any inconsistency. The Secretary General is also in charge of directing the work of the National Council 
Meeting. Along with the Data Protection Officer, the Secretary General ensures the general legal 
compliance of ELSA Belgium. In his/her area, the Secretary General supervises the knowledge 
management of ELSA Belgium. 
 
§3. The Treasurer is in charge of the financial management of ELSA being responsible among other 
things for the accounting, property, and payments and for the arrangement of internal financial control. 
The Treasurer is responsible for billing and collecting the annual membership fees together with any 
special fees, levies or other amounts due to ELSA from the Members, Observers or any third parties. The 
Treasurer shall present interim accounts and the final accounts to the Council. 
 
§4. The Vice–Presidents are responsible for the overall planning, co-ordination and supervision of their 
respective field of activity; they are responsible for the stimulation and execution of the specific 
programmes and projects that the Council initiates within their respective field of activity. 
 
§5. The Data Protection Officer is responsible for drafting the Privacy Policy and the Data Protection 
Code of ELSA Belgium, managing the databases of ELSA Belgium and advising local and national Board 
Members about Data Protection and Data Management. The Data Protection Officer shall be responsible 
for identifying problematic practices in the Belgian network and to make use of all possible means to fix 
them. The Data Protection Officer is also in charge of spreading knowledge about Data Protection in the 
network. Along with the Secretary General, the Data Protection Officer ensures the general legal 
compliance of ELSA Belgium. In his/her area, the Data Protection Officer supervises the knowledge 
management of ELSA Belgium. 
 
§5 6. The Directors are appointed to assist the Board members in their functions. The Board members 
are free to add as many directors to their area as they deem necessary for the proper execution of their 
mandate. 
 
Comments: 
 
This amendment aims at defining more precisely the position of Data Protection Officer and its shared 
competences with the Secretary General of ELSA Belgium.  
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2.4. N°4 : Statutes of ELSA Belgium amendment regarding 
the governance of the Alumni Network of ELSA Belgium 

 
Article 5 – Governance 
 
The Alumni Network will organise himself by all the means that seem to be appropriate as long as they 
comply with Belgian Law, the principle of good governance and all the regulations of ELSA Belgium. This 
includes ELSA Belgium’s Privacy Policy and all national Data Protection regulations, which cover the 
actions of the ANEB. 
 
 
Comments: 
 
This amendment aims at clarifying the fact that the Alumni Organisation of ELSA Belgium falls under the 
Privacy Policy of ELSA Belgium, as well as under its Data Protection regulations.  
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2.5. N°5: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment concerning the creation of a Working Group on 
the ELSA Advocacy Programme in the Board Management, 
External Relations and Expansion part 

 
Working Group on the ELSA Advocacy Programme  

 
1. Working group on the framework of the ELSA Advocacy Programme in 

Belgium.  

§1. In the aftermath of the 1st Edition of the National Presidents’ Meeting of 2020/2021, or at the 
latest on the 15th of October 2020, the President sets up a working group dealing with the ELSA 
Advocacy Programme (EAP) in ELSA Belgium’s network (hereafter referred to as ELSA 
Belgium). Its main purpose is to establish a comprehensive, clear and coherent framework in the 
EAP area.  

§2. The working group will be tasked to draft and finalise ELSA Belgium Handbook on how to 
develop advocacy in ELSA Belgium’s organisation. ELSA Belgium aims to produce a pedagogical 
Handbook on how ELSA Belgium’s members are to achieve success with EAP based on the 
analyses of the working group regarding the current experiences and the exact reputational and 
legal implications of actions such as advocacy, the best practices collected in other ELSA national 
groups and on research regarding the necessary steps for the professional functioning of an NGO.  

§3. The President acts as the Head of the working group. 

§4. All local groups are entitled to send one representative in the working group. The representative 
acts in the name of and on behalf of her or his local group. Substitution with another local 
representative of the very same local group requires the authorization of the Head. The national 
board and the director for international relations have the right to take part of the group to their 
full discretion.  

§5. Decisions may only be reached by consensus, save when the Head decides the contrary. In the 
latter case, each representative has one vote and the absolute majority rule applies; when there is a 
tie, the Head has an overriding vote. 

§6. Decisions reached in the working group are not binding; they are assimilated as 
recommendations to the Council. 

§7. The mandate of the working group ends on the first day of the second National Council 
Meeting of the term 2020-2021. The Head is in charge of drafting a final report. 

Comments : / 
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2.6. N°6: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment concerning the Annex II : Explanatory note 
regarding the membership fee  

 
ANNEX II: EXPLANATORY NOTE REGARDING THE 

MEMBERSHIP FEE 
(UPDATED IN NOVEMBER 2019) 

 
1. The Membership Fee (MF) is calculated through a define constant (C) multiplied by a coefficient 
(X) defined by the Annual General Income of the relevant Local Group.  

2. “Annual General Income” (AGI) is the general income of the Local Group gathered in the 
immediate previous financial year as presented at their last General Assembly. It shall include all 
the income made by the Local Group except: 

- the EDF and EBDF grants awarded to the Local Group,  
- the membership fees,  
- the reimbursement made to the Local Group and  
- the income received for a trip or a visit.  
- the security deposit for a building or some material  
- the payment the Local Group makes for a third party and where he only plays as an 

intermediate 
- all the incomes related to International and/or National Internal Events 

The Constant (C) is set as 200 The Coefficient (X) shall be obtain base on the following chart: 

If AGI≤1999,99    X=1 

If 2000≤AGI≤9999,99   X=1,5  

If 10000≤AGI≤19999,99  X=2 

If AGI≥20000                 X=2,5 

3. The membership fee shall not exceed 500 euros. This amount shall not be subject to inflation.   

4.1 The Membership Fee for ELSA Belgium is calculated in the following way: MF=C*X. In order 
to calculate it, the Treasurer (or Deputy Treasurer) of ELSA Belgium shall request the detailed 
final accounts of the Local Groups as expressed during their last General Assembly. 
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4.2 If no accounts were published by the local group following their last General Assembly, the 
membership fee shall be fixed at the amount of 500 euros. The amount shall not be subject to 
inflation. 

5. The Coefficient in which every Local Group falls shall be presented at the autumn NCM at the 
same time as the accounts of ELSA Belgium. (...)  
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2.7. N°7: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment concerning the S&C Events in the Seminars & 
Conferences part 

 
S&C Events 

1. Online Certificates 
 
The Organising Committee shall aim to provide online certificates. The certificates will be 
distributed by e-mail to all the participants within a reasonable time after the closure of the event. 
Certificates can be printed upon request of the participants to the event.  
 
2. Responsibilities of Local Groups 
 
The Local VP S&C shall inform the National VP S&C about its local event. The local VP S&C 
should fill in the specification form. The Local VP S&C shall fill in the S&C calendar created by 
the National V&C at the beginning of the term.  
 
The calendar will be accessible to all VP’s S&C.  
 
The existence of a calendar shall not affect the rights of each Local VP S&C to organize any event. 
The aim of the calendar is only of an informative nature.  
 
3. Responsibilities of the National Board 
 
The National VP S&C shall fill in the specification form upon first demand of the local officer, 
when he/she is provided with sufficient information by the local VP S&C. The National VP S&C 
shall ensure that local events are well coordinated and contact the Local VP S&C when two or 
more events overlap. The recommendations of the National VP S&C are not binding.  
 
4. Creation of a Speakers’ pool :  
 
The National VP S&C shall create a speaker pool, comprising of all national speakers who have 
given their consent.  
 
The National VP S&C shall provide a form to the Local VP S&C in order for the consent of the 
speaker to be GDPR compliant.  
 
Each Local VP S&C can, at his/her discretion, provide the National VP S&C with a speaker’s 
information, when he/she believes a speaker should be added to the Speakers’ pool.  
 
Comments:  
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The proposals are aimed at bettering the coordination of the Belgian network, with no real 
obligation of complying for the Local VP S&C.  
 
Concerning the Speakers’ pool, I believe having a national speaker pool would be a great way to 
facilitate the work of each VP S&C when organizing an event. The Speaker pool would be a 
document which would contain the information of national speakers who agreed to be contacted 
for future ELSA events.  
 
When it comes to the specification form, I believe it is too much procedure, and not necessary.  
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2.8. N°8: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment concerning the Core S&C Events  in the 
Seminars & Conferences part 

 
Core S&C Events 

1. Lectures  
 

A lecture is a discourse within a certain area of law given by a professional speaker.  
 
2. Panel Discussions  
 
A panel discussion is an event where two or more experts discuss issues of a specific legal topic in 
front of an audience.  
 
3. Seminars  

 
A seminar is an event, which consists of several lectures about a legal topic or field of law.  
 
4. Conferences  

 
A conference is an event that entails more individual participation and scientific contribution than 
a seminar. The topic(s) is/are discussed in workshops to finally be reported to a plenary. It is 
recommended to make a short outline on the reached goals, especially with regards to scientific 
contribution after the event.  
 
5. Webinars  
 
The National VP S&C shall organise at least once a year a Webinar, livestreamed over the Belgian 
and International ELSA Network.  
Local VP S&C shall aim to ensure the organising of Webinars. 
 
6. Study Visits 

 
Study Visits are academic, cultural and social exchanges which are organized between one Local 
or National Group of ELSA and at least one other Group of ELSA.   
 
Study visits can be unilateral, bilateral or multilateral.  
 
Study Visits aim for the mutual understanding and sharing cultural experiences and are combined 
with an academic programme providing exchange of legal knowledge. 
 
A Study Visit shall involve at least 5 participants per group. When it is a multilateral Study Visit, 
the number of participants in total shall be at least 5.  
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The academic programme shall have an average duration of a minimum of three hours per day.  
 
The Study Visit agreement shall be concluded between the groups participating in the Study Visit.  
The agreement shall be sent to ELSA International.  
 
The Hosting group shall organize the academic programme of the Study Visit. � 
 
The Hosting group shall organize a cultural and a social programme.  
 
The Hosting Group should take care of accommodation and meals for the participants and also 
provide all the information required (especially VISAs, letter of invitation and other legal 
documents required), unless agreed otherwise by the parties. � 
 
The National VP S&C shall collect the information for the Study Visits Portal from the local 
groups and submit it to ELSA International.  
ELSA International shall collect and compile information about Local Groups submitted by 
National Groups for the Study Visits Portal and make the Study Visit Portal available to National 
and Local Groups via an online platform. The Study Visits Portal shall contain at least a short 
description of the history and location of a Local Group, information about the surroundings and 
climate, preferred periods for a Study Visit, and contact information of the Local Group. 
 
Each local group shall notify the National VP S&C when organizing a Study Visit. 
 
7. Institutional Visits  

 
Institutional Visits are visits to governmental or non – governmental organisations, public 
administrations, private institutions, universities or other higher education institutions, where the 
main purpose of the event is the visit itself. Institutional Visits can be conducted in a foreign 
country. 
 
An Institutional Visit is an event aiming to give the participants a chance to visit and learn more 
about governmental or non-governmental organizations, public administrations, private 
institutions, universities or other higher education institutions. The main purpose of the event is 
the visit itself 
 
Each local group shall notify the National VP S&C when organizing an Institutional Visit.  
 
8. Delegations 

 
ELSA Delegations is a Flagship Project of ELSA which aims to allow ELSA members and alumni 
to represent ELSA as ELSA Delegates appointed by the International Board of ELSA in meetings 
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and sessions of organisations and institutions in which ELSA has a special observership status or 
with which ELSA cooperates. 
 
There are several calls for the ELSA Delegations throughout the year. The Call for ELSA 
Delegations consists of the opportunities provided by ELSA International in the meetings and 
sessions of organizations and institutions where ELSA has a special observership status or 
cooperates with. 
 
The local VP S&C and the national VP S&C shall ensure to spread the knowledge about ELSA 
Delegations in order to stimulate the amount of applications. The national VP S&C and local VP 
S&C’s should cooperate in order to exchange and enhance the Delegations’ knowledge.  
 
Each local group shall ensure that at least one event promoting the Delegations is organized during 
their term. 
 
9. Summer ELSA Law Schools 

 
An ELSA Law School is an international event, comprising of a scientific, cultural and social 
programme, organized by a local or a national ELSA group, which has to follow the requirements 
regulated in the International Council Meetings’ Decision Book. 
 
An ELSA Law school can take place either in winter according to the winter cycle of ELSA 
International, or in summer in accordance with the summer cycle of ELSA International. 
 
All the regulations under the Decision Book are binding for the organizing committees. An ELSA 
Law School must be an event that aims to be annual, is conducted in English and at least 7 days 
long. Moreover, it must have a minimum 20 hours of scientific programme with lectures, 
workshops and, other academic activities.  
 
The local group shall notify the National VP S&C of the organization of an ELSA Law School. 
This notification is not a permission.  
 
The topic and dates of each Local group and the National board shall be discussed in order for 
the ELSA Law Schools to be coordinated.  
 
Each local group shall ensure that at least one event promoting the ELSA Law Schools is organized 
during its term.  
 
1. International Conferences of ELSA (ICE).  
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International Conferences of ELSA (ICE) is a Flagship Project of ELSA which is organised by 
Organising Committees of one or more National or Local Groups and coordinated by ELSA 
International, which fulfils the requirements regulated in this Chapter. 
 
International Conferences of ELSA shall be defined by an international nature, a focus on the 
academic aspect of law, and the intention of having an audience largely comprised of international 
participants. 
 
All regulations under the International Council Meeting’s decision book are binding for the 
organizing committees.  
 
 
2. 10. Conference Cycle:  
 
Each term a Conference Cycle shall be organised under the direction of the VP S&C of the  
National Board, in cooperation with the local groups.  
 
The annual Conference Cycle shall consist of local lectures, organised under the discretion of the 
local VP S&C, with the support of the National VP S&C.   
 
The National Board shall ensure an effective and open communication with the local groups.  
 
The National VP S&C shall assist the Local Groups when deemed necessary.  
 
The National VP Marketing shall ensure assistance to the local groups and publish the local lectures 
according to Annex V.   
 
Local groups shall ensure an effective and open communication with the National Board.  
 
Local Groups shall provide the National VP S&C with all necessary information.  
 
The Conference Cycle shall be organised during the second semester and the duration of the Cycle 
will not exceed two months.  
 
The National VP S&C shall organise one ending Webinar on the end of Conference Cycle, 
contributing to the topic of the Conference Cycle and as an official closing to the Cycle.  
The local groups should aim to have an English speaker.   
 
Exempt from participation  
 
In order to strengthen the Belgian Network to the best of our ability, groups are expected to 
participate in the Conference Cycle unless they communicate a substantive reason as to why  
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- financial burden 
- internal dispute  
- unforeseen circumstances that render the lecture impossible ; 
- e.g.  

The Cycle of the Conference Cycle will be the following : 
 
The first meeting of Local Officers and National VP of the term (e.g. Freshers Workshop, BKAM)    
  Voting on the topic of the Conference Cycle in the workshop  
 
Autumn NCM  

 Presentation of the topic at the Final Plenary & Voting  
 
First Monday of December  

Deadline for ‘non-participation letter’  
 
Four Weeks Prior to the local lecture  

Meeting with the National VP S&C with a general overview of the local  
lecture 

 
Two Weeks Prior to the local lecture  

 Marketing of the Local Lecture by the VP Marketing of ELSA Belgium  
 
One Day Prior to the Event  
  Fill in the specification form  
 
 One Day after the Event 
  Fill in the Evaluation Form    
 
Comments:  
 
Concerning the Study Visits, the aim of the proposal is to coordinate the network better, because 
the national VP S&C has a more global view of international network and can ensure that Study 
visits do not overlap, or at least that local groups are aware of other Study Visits taking place at 
the same time.  
 
Concerning the Study Visit portal, the aim is to highlight its existence and to ensure that the local 
groups will submit the information needed to make it work. 
Concerning the ELSA Law Schools, the aim of the proposal is to promote both winter and 
Summer ELSA Law Schools and to encourage local groups to organize them or take part in their 
organization on the national level.  
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Concerning the Delegations, the aim of the proposal is to promote the Delegations on a local level 
and to make sure local groups are aware of the project.  
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2.9. N°9: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment concerning the Decisions related to the Student 
Trainee Exchange Programme in the Student Trainee 
Exchange Programme part 

 
Article 1: The Position of the Vice-President for Student Trainee Exchange Programme   
§1. The national Vice-President for Student Trainee Exchange Programme is responsible 
for the following:   

1. Coordinating the different tasks in accordance with the international STEP regulations  
2. Providing overall support to the Belgian STEP Network;  
3. Promoting the Belgian traineeships in the foreign ELSA groups by maintaining contacts 

with the international fellow STEP Officers;  
4. Shall open a call via the national vice-president marketing in order to receive a national step 

team;  
5. Insuring the complete transparency to the national board, the national STEP network;   
6. Alimenting the « Belgian Officers Portal »;  
7. Gathering the statistics of the different missions on the basis of the information from the 

national directors.  

  
Article 2: The Positions of the 3 directors in the National STEP Team  
§1. The position of the Director for Job Hunting   
The national Director for Job Hunting, in the aim to promote the STEP programme among the 
potential STEP employers and to increase the number of traineeships is responsible for the 
following:  

1. Finding and convincing employers to give traineeships to ELSA members outside of 
Belgium. This shall be done with the help of the Vice President STEP of a local group or 1 
– 2 students designated by the Vice President of said local group. All this is at the discretion 
of the Director himself. But the Director shall not neglect any information given by the local 
groups when it comes to the traineeship providers and shall always address their concerns 
accordingly. The collaboration with the local group increases the Director’s work efficiency;  

2. Listening to the traineeship providers’ concerns, answering their questions accordingly, as 
well as advising the traineeship providers on means to make sure the trainee is up to their 
standards; 

3. Verifying the correct completance of the traineeship specification form regarding 
incoherence’s whatsoever within the form itself or with ELSA regulations;  

4. Maintaining contact with the traineeship providers and being completely transparent with 
them when it comes to deadlines for each cycle such as: the STEP Launch, the Matching 
process as well as the Selection results;  

5. Following the recommendation of STEP International, he/she must also ensure the national 
STEP team that the traineeship providers have ranked the applicants during the selection 
results period; 
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6. After the traineeship ends, the Director must provide as well as remind the traineeship 
providers to complete the evaluation form and the trainees to complete the traineeship 
evaluation form;  

  
§2. The position of the Director for Student Hunting   
The national Director for Student Hunting, in the aim to promote the STEP programme among 
the Belgian students and to increase the number of applicants, is responsible for the following:  
  

1. Elaborating, in an active cooperation with the local levels, efficient Student Hunting 
strategies able to respond to the concrete needs that the local STEP groups meet. In this 
purpose, local sections shall send a debriefing of each of their events related to Student 
Hunting as soon as possible after the event in the measure of the possible and at last at the 
end of the Student Hunting period;  

2. Providing the local STEP groups with all the needed formations and informations that 
they could need, depending on their single situation;  

3. Especially, providing the local sections a formation about the STEP IT system;  
4. Providing support to the STEP sections during the application period;  
5. Correcting the students’ Student Application From in the local groups deprived from any 

local STEP commission;  
6. Insuring a follow-up of the correct running of the Student Hunting cycles;  

  
§3. The position of the Director for Reception   
The national Director for Reception, in the aim to insure the host of the incoming STEP trainees 
and to improve the quality of the reception is responsible in the following:   

1. Organising, as head of the collaboration team between the local groups regarding the 
reception, at least, two activities (e.g. cultural events, visits, brunches, trips, team building, 
etc.) per month to integrate incoming trainees with the local STEP groups;  

2. Supervising the correct acceptance by the incoming trainees of the Traineeship Agreement 
and Traineeship Confirmation;  

3. everything is alright (correct accommodation, access to internet, etc.);  
4. Providing the Traineeship Evaluation Form to the trainee and reminding them to fill it at 

the end of the Traineeship;  
5. Providing support through the whole stay of the different trainees and giving them the 

welcome pack. This pack includes especially the survival kit (that can be updated by the 
Director of Reception or by the local STEP groups with his/her agreement) which 
contains the contact details of a contact person who will be the “buddy” of the trainee. 
The welcome pack could be adapted to the needs of the trainee;  

6. Collecting the testimony of each outcoming and incoming trainee;  

  
§4. Logistics   

1. The national STEP team shall provide and update the databases in these concerned areas; 
2. The members of the national STEP team shall update his/her national STEP team as well 

as every local STEP groups during the cycle. This update must contain the following: the 
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progress he/she made from the moment said person got selected the difficulties and 
solutions as well he/she encountered in the process. The title of the update shall follow 
the following wording: « Captain’s Log (Date of the update) – Director of (Name of the 
position): (Name of the Director) »;  

3. Analyzing the data at the end of each cycle or at the end of his term as well as creating 
statistics comparing the results of the last and current year.   

 
1. General  

 
§1. The following regulations are in addition to the International Council Meeting Decision Book. 
 
§2. If anything is contradictory to the International Council Meeting Decision Book, the latter will 
have priority. 
 
2. Definitions 
 

§1. Hosting Group refers to the Local or National Group responsible for the organisation of the 
Traineeship at issue. 
 
§2. Sending Group refers to the Local Group from which the trainee has obtained an ELSA 
membership required for the application. 
 
§3. International contact refers to 
 

a) Law firms or other situated in 5 or more countries  
b) Law firms with 100 or more legal professionals under employment  
c) Companies that do not qualify as law firms situated in 5 or more countries 

 
§4. National contact refers to law firms and companies located in more than 1 Belgian city. 
 
§5. Evaluation Form (EF) refers to the evaluation document provided by ELSA International that 
needs to be completed by the STEP Traineeship Provider. 
 
§6. Trainee Evaluation Form (TEF) refers to the evaluation document provided by ELSA 
International that needs to be completed by the STEP trainee.  
 
3. Job Hunting 

 
§1. Administration   
 

a) Both ELSA Belgium and Local Groups may pursue traineeships. 
 

b) ELSA Belgium shall:  
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i. Coordinate Job Hunting in Belgium by Local Groups and maintain a centralised 
database accessible to all Local Groups. 

ii. Provide Local Groups with training and information related to Job Hunting as may be 
necessary or requested. 

 
c) Local Group shall:  

i. Update ELSA Belgium about pursuing prospective Traineeship Providers. 
ii. Seek the permission of ELSA Belgium when pursuing National Contacts.  

 
§2. Territoriality  
 

a) ELSA Belgium and Local Groups may only pursue prospective Traineeship Providers 
within the Belgian territory. 

 
b) If ELSA Belgium wishes to pursue a prospective Traineeship Provider located outside of 

Belgium, the permission of the respective National Group or ELSA International is first 
required. 

 
c) If a Local Group wishes to pursue a prospective Traineeship Provider located outside of 

Belgium, they may request ELSA Belgium to ask the permission of the respective National 
Group or ELSA International in accordance with the procedure set forth in the 
International Council Meeting Decision Book. 

 
§3. Nature of traineeships 
 

a) The traineeships may take place in any sector and/or organisation that could provide 
meaningful legal work 

 
b) All traineeships shall in principle be paid by the Traineeship Provider. The remuneration 

(including non-monetary compensations) should cover as a minimum the general living 
expenses of the duration of the traineeship.  

 
c) A traineeship may be unpaid if: 

i. The Traineeship Provider is a non-profit organisation or of such a nature to employ 
volunteer workers 

ii. At the discretion of ELSA International, the prestige of the Traineeship Provider or 
quality of the traineeship experience is deemed sufficient to compensate for the lack 
of remuneration 

 
d) The Hosting Group shall try to fundraise for the lack of remuneration by the Traineeship 

Provider 
 
§4. Any conflicts between the Local Groups regarding the pursuance of traineeships shall be 
resolved under the supervision of ELSA Belgium 
 
§5. Contract 
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a) A binding contract pertaining the details of the traineeship must be established between 
the Traineeship Provider and the Trainee. 

 
b) If the Traineeship Provider does not foresee in a contract, the Hosting Group must 

provide the contract prepared by ELSA International with the necessary adaptations 
according the National Law. 

 
4. Student Hunting 

 
§1. Responsibilities of ELSA Belgium 
 

a) ELSA Belgium shall provide Local Groups with training and information related to 
Student Hunting as may be necessary or requested. 

 
b) ELSA Belgium shall perform promotion for STEP consisting at a minimum the sharing 

of marketing materials provided by ELSA International 
 

c) ELSA Belgium shall verify all Student Application Forms (SAF) previously corrected by 
the Local Groups  

 
d) ELSA Belgium shall correct the SAF directly in case the Local Group of the applicant lacks 

a dedicated officer for STEP and shall be considered the Sending Group for said applicant  
 

e) ELSA Belgium shall inform the Local Groups on the selection results of the respective 
applicants 

 
§2. Responsibilities of the Sending Group 
 

a) The Sending Group shall perform promotion for STEP consisting at a minimum: sharing 
of marketing materials provided by ELSA International and/or ELSA Belgium 

 
b) The Sending Group shall provide information and the necessary support for their 

members applying for STEP 
 
c) The Sending Group shall correct the Student Application Forms (SAF) 

 
i. Submitted by their members by the “External Student Hunting Deadline” as indicated 

on the STEP calendar; 
ii. Conform the guidelines provided by ELSA International and ELSA Belgium; 
iii. Before the “Internal Student Hunting Deadline” as indicated on the STEP calendar. 

 
d) The Sending Group shall inform ELSA Belgium at the earliest opportunity when an 

applicant has submitted their application to the wrong Local Group 
 
5. Selection of STEP trainees 
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§1. ELSA Belgium shall forward the login credentials of the Traineeship Provider to access the 
Traineeship Providers Interface to all the Hosting Groups accordingly. 
 
§2. The Hosting Group shall see to it that their respective Traineeship Providers select the trainees 
within the Selection Results Deadline as indicated on the STEP calendar. 

 
6. Reception 

 
§1. The Hosting Group must provide reception consisting of: 
 

a) An adequate preparation before the start of the traineeship, including at a minimum: 
i. Information about Belgium and the city where the traineeship takes place 
ii. Assist the trainee in getting in contact with the Traineeship Provider 
iii. Assist the trainee in finding a suitable accommodation 

 
b) An adequate support during the length of the Traineeship, including at a minimum: 

i. Providing a person of contact  
ii. Providing access to ELSA events as a possible social activity  

 
§2. The Sending Group must check upon the outgoing trainee and provide the necessary assistance 
if the foreign Hosting Group fails to do so. 
 
7. Evaluation 

§1. ELSA Belgium shall submit the Evaluation Form (EF) and Trainee Evaluation Form (TEF) to 
the Hosting Groups as a reminder within four weeks from the end of the traineeship. 
§2. The Hosting Group shall provide the trainees and Traineeship Providers at the end of the 
traineeship with the respective evaluation forms. 
 
Comments: / 
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2.10. N°10: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment regarding the Data Protection in the Internal 
Management part of the Decision Book 

 

Data Protection 

a.  1.General data protection 

The creation of a CV database and the online membership platform also means that the CV’s and data 
will be provided by the local groups and their members and as there will be a lot of private data being 
collected, processed and circulated between the local groups and ELSA Belgium, which can make 
things getting difficult. 

Therefore, we will start a working group on the Data Protection and after the working group reaches 
an agreement, which is around the beginning of the next semester, this policy will be added to the 
internal regulations and shall be binding to be used by the members of the network. 

h.  1.Working group on data protection policy 

§1. In the aftermath of the 61th National Council Meeting, or at the latest on the 30th of November 
2017, the Secretary General sets up a working group dealing with the Data Policy Protection. Its main 
purpose is to establish a comprehensive, clear and coherent framework in the Data Policy Protection 
area. 

§2. The Secretary General acts as the Head of the working group 

§3. All local groups are entitled to send one representative in the working group. The representative 
acts in the name of and on behalf of her or his local group. Substitution with another local 
representative of the very same local group requires the authorization of the Head. 

§4. Decisions may only be reached by consensus, save when the Head decides the contrary. In this 
latter case, each representative has one vote and the absolute majority rule applies; when there is a tie, 
the Head has an overriding vote. 

§5. Decisions reached in the working group are not binding; they only are assimilated as 
recommendations to the Council. 

§6. The mandate of the working group ends on the first day of the next National Council Meeting. The 
Head is in charge of the drafting of a report. 

 

Comments:  
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The recent changes in the organisation of ELSA Belgium made this part completely obsolete and 
there is no reason to keep it in the Decision Book 
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2.11. N°11: National Council Meeting Decision Book 
amendment concerning the creation of Data Protection part 
in the Decision Book 

 
Privacy Policies 

§1. National Privacy Policy                         

1. Each year, the Data Protection Officer of ELSA Belgium shall conduct an inquiry to ensure that 
the National Privacy Policy is up-to-date and release comments and remarks about it.  
 

2. In the event where some modifications would be required, the National Board shall vote them. In 
any case, the Data Protection Officer can amend it with advisory remarks, even if those failed to be 
included in the Privacy Policy due to a negative vote of the Board.  

 
3. Any modification of ELSA Belgium’s Privacy Policy shall be published on its website within seven 

days. 

 

§2. Local Privacy Policies 

1. When receiving the Privacy Policies of the local groups, the Data Protection Officer shall issue 
comments and remarks about them. Those are purely advisory for the Local Groups.  
 

2. Each local group shall publish their updated Privacy Policy on their website. 
 
3. At any moment, a Local Board might request the Data Protection Officer to conduct an inquiry to 

ensure that their Privacy Policy is up to date.  

 

Internal Data Protection Code 

§1. Objective 

1. An Internal Data Protection Code shall be released by ELSA Belgium on the basis of a draft 
submitted by the Data Protection Officer. The objective of this code shall be to provide the greatest 
level of security to all the information processed in the Belgian ELSA Network and to ensure a 
maximum level of compliance with regard to the Privacy Regulations in force in Belgium. 
 

2. It shall cover all areas of ELSA and promote good practices with regard to Data Protection. It shall 
also provide the necessary tools to enable its application.  
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3. It shall be made of mandatory and advisory rules. 

§2. Mandatory rules 

1. Mandatory rules shall be directly applicable and binding towards ELSA Belgium and the local 
sections, except if an exemption has been granted. It shall not go further than what is needed to 
prevent any infringement, except if so, voted by the National Council. 
 

2. The National Board, on the basis of a proposal made by the Data Protection Officer, can adopt, 
amend or abrogate mandatory rules at any moment. 

 
3. The National Council, on the basis of a proposal made by any member, can decide to give a binding 

power to any advisory rule, even if it does not purely aim at ensuring a strict legal compliance. 
 
4. Such proposals and votes are made with respect to articles 15 to 23 of the Statutes of ELSA Belgium. 
 

 

§3. Advisory rules 

1.  Advisory rules shall not be binding towards any section, except if contrarily mentioned in their 
respective Privacy Policy. 
 

2. The Data Protection Officer is competent to add such rules to the Internal Data Protection Code. 
 
3. All members of the Belgian ELSA Network shall have the right to ask the Data Protection Officer 

to consider the introduction of a new advisory rule at any moment. 

 

§4. Publicity 

1. The Internal Data Protection Code must be published in a database accessible to any member of 
ELSA Belgium. In case of technical impossibility to have access to it, the Data Protection Officer 
shall send the latest version of the Code to each local Secretary General and send it to any member 
of the Belgian ELSA Network who would require it. 
 

2. Any modification of the Internal Data Protection Code must be communicated to the entire Belgian 
ELSA Network by sending it by email to all the local Board Members and by publishing it on ELSA 
Belgium’s website within ten days after the modification was voted by the National Board or 
introduced by the Data Protection Officer. 
 

§5. Exemptions 
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1. Any local group or specific Board Member can require to be exempted from any mandatory rule of 
the Code by sending a request for exemption to the Data Protection Officer of ELSA Belgium. 

2. The National Board shall decide upon the matter on the basis of a report of the Data Protection 
Officer. This report shall be based on an inquiry about the consequences and risks of such 
exemption and be presented to the National Board within seven days after the request for 
exemption. 
 

3. If granted, this exemption shall be indicated in the Code. 
 
4. The need and lawfulness of the exemptions shall be controlled every year by the Data Protection 

Officer, who can propose the National Board to delete them. The concerned local section shall be 
informed of such proposal and shall have the right to express its views on the matter. 

 
Comments: 
 
This amendment will be the heart of the Data Protection framework within the Belgian ELSA 
network.  
 
It aims at focussing on two mains sources: The Privacy Policies and an Internal Data Protection 
Code.  
 
The Privacy Policies shall consist of general information released by each section in order to inform 
any person whose data is processed of how this processing will take place, how they can exercise 
their rights as well as in order to share all the information that are required by the GDPR.  
 
They shall be freely voted upon by each section and the role of the DPO shall be purely advisory 
on the matter. 
 
The Internal Data Protection Code aims at giving precise directives on the way data shall be 
processed in the network in order to minimise all risks to infringe any privacy regulation. Those 
directives shall include all the needed tools to implement them.  
 
Considering the fact that they aim at ensuring that no section takes important risks that could have 
negative consequences on the whole network, some of its dispositions shall be mandatory. Those 
dispositions, considering their binding force, shall be voted upon by the whole National Board 
and shall allow for exemptions if a general rule harms one or a few sections for very specific 
reasons. 
 
The DPO shall also be able to add advisory dispositions in order to provide the needed tools and 
guidelines to those sections who would wish to offer a deeper compliance and security to the data 
they process.  
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This Code differs from a Handbook, which would only be aiming to educate the people in charge 
of Data Protection in the network on how to exercise their position. 
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